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What are historical resources 
surveys ? 

• Means by which we identify and document 
historic resources and evaluate their 
significance  

• Survey is both a process and a product  
 



• What resources are there? 
• Where are they? 
• Are they significant and why? 
• What are the character-defining features?  
• How do they need to be treated? 



What is a historical resource? 
Districts, Buildings, Sites, Structures or Objects 
which:  
• Exemplify a period of history   
• Association with significant historical events  
• Association with the lives of persons 

significant in our past  
• Embodying a particular style, type or method 

of construction; possess high artistic values 
• Yield or potential to yield information important 

to history or prehistory.  
 



Conducting a Historical 
Resources Survey (Process) 

• Two main parts:  
– Planning and background research  

• Investigating the historical background of the 
survey area 

• gathering information on specific properties 
• persons identified with these properties 
• the historic uses and events connected to them. 

– Field survey or data gathered on the ground 
• Research is carried out within the 

framework of a historic context.  



• Planning: 
– Area to be surveyed  
– When the survey is to take 

place  
– Who is to carry out survey 

activities  
– Exact role of each person 
– Type of survey: intensive 

or reconnaissance   
 



Reconnaissance or Windshield 
• Visual survey used to identify general 

distribution, location and nature of resources 
within a given area  

• Information included in a windshield survey 
includes: 
• Locational information 
• Photograph 
• Some architectural description 

• Identify potentially significant resources which 
merit further research 

• Identify resources which do not merit further 
research  



Windshield Survey 

• Generally do not:  
• Include research on the histories of the 

surveyed resources  
• Provide sufficient information for making 

informed evaluations of historic significance 
• Nor are they sufficient to make planning 

decisions 
 



Intensive Level Survey 
• In depth fieldwork to document current 

physical appearance 
–  essential physical features or character-

defining features 
– Document alterations over time to historic 

resource 
• In-depth archival research to develop 

historic context and significance  
• Objective is to gather sufficient information  

to be able to assess significance    
 



Context Based Surveys 
• Broad pattern of 

historical development 
in a community or 
region that may be 
represented by historic 
resources  

• Most influential factors 
in defining the 
structure of a survey 
effort.  



Standards for Determining a 
Historical Resource  

Standards used to define 
significance:  
• National Register of 

Historic Places 
• California Register of 

Historical Resources 
• Local Register criteria 

established in 
preservation ordinance.  
 



Survey (product) 
• Description of 

methodology  
• Historic Context 
• Photographs or 

electronic images  
• Maps  
• Electronic database 

records and DPR523 
Forms  
 
 





Maintaining Survey Records 

• Leads to the creation, 
growth and 
refinement of an 
inventory 

• Inventory is the 
organized compilation 
of surveys  

 
 
 



Inventories and Updates 

• Fill in data gaps, go from a windshield to a 
intensive survey 

• Consider additional information discovered 
a later date 

• Develop additional historic contexts as 
time and money are available 

• Note any change or alterations 





Purpose of a Survey  
• Acknowledges that these resources 

have value to ourselves and future 
generations 

• Fundamental to historic preservation 
• Identification of historic resources 

and helps determine which of 
those resources should be 
preserved.  

• Plan for the wise use of a 
community's resources. 



• Facilitates environmental reviews 
• Also facilitates disaster planning  



For More Information:   
 

• Office of Historic Preservation www.ohp.parks.ca.gov  
 
• “Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation 

Planning,” National Register Bulletin 24, 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb24/  

 

• Archeology and Historic Preservation: Secretary of the 
Interior's Standards and Guidelines 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/local-law/arch_stnds_0.htm  
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