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*Resource Name or #: 2317 Old Foothill Drive, Vista, CA 92084

P1. Other Identifier: 2317 Foothill Drive, Vista, CA 92084

*P2. Location: O Not for Publication ® Unrestricted *a. County: San Diego
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad: San Marcos Date: 2015 T11SR3W of Sec 21; M.D. B.M. San Bernardino
c. Address: 2317 Old Foothill Drive City: Vista Zip: 92084
d. Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (enter coordinates to 6 decimal places); Datum if other than WGS84:
Latitude: 33.204290 Longitude: -117.204300

e. Other Locational Data: Legal Description: APN: 178-130-94-00; Parcel C, in the City of Vista, County of San Diego,
State of California, According to Parcel Map thereof No. 20585, Recorded October 8, 2008 as Document No. 2008-
0529337, Office of the County Recorder.

*P3a. Description:
2317 Old Foothill Drive is a multi-story modern adobe residence over basement built in a vernacular version of the
Spanish Colonial Revival style in 1933-34 by builder, John E. Deardorff. The 1.61 acre lot is located on the northeast
corner of Old Foothill Drive, Foothill Drive, and San Clemente Avenue in Vista, San Diego County, California. The
house, set back approximately 30 feet from Old Foothill Drive, is designed in a modified T-plan with a symmetrical
main entrance located at the east elevation. The front portion of the house is one-and-one-half-stories with a primary
roof consisting of a low-pitched front gable-end with terra cotta tiles and three ventilation canales and a one-story terra
cotta tiled shed roof porch. The north elevation holds an exterior dominant chimney placed on the side-gable tiled
roof. The rear portion of the house is two stories with a side-gable roof finished with terra cotta tiles and ventilation
canales at the gable ends. The overall exterior finish is smooth textured stucco over adobe brick manufactured on site in
1933-34. (Continued on page 3)

*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP15. Educational Building (Museum); Cont'd B.11
*P4. Resources Present: MBuilding  OStructure OObject OSite ODistrict OElement of District OOther (Isolates, etc.)

P5a. Photo or Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) P5b. Description of Photo:

East (front) Elevation; % view facing
NW, Mar-2016

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Sources: MHistoric
OPrehistoric OBoth

1933-34; On-site stamp "1933"

*P7. Owner and Address:
City of Vista

200 Civic Center Drive
Vista, CA 92084

*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation,
and address)

Vonn Marie May & Nicole J. Purvis
1941 Fairlee Drive
Encinitas, CA 92024

*P9. Date Recorded: July 12, 2016

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
California Register Nomination

*P11. Report Citation: Vonn Marie May & Nicole J. Purvis, 2016, Rancho Minerva, 2317 Old Foothill Drive, Vista, CA 92084, California
Register of Historical Resources Nomination, Prepared for Vista Historical Society & Museum.

*Attachments: ONONE MLocation Map OSketch Map M Continuation Sheet M Building, Structure, and Object Record
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*NRHP Status Code
*Resource Name or # 2317 Old Foothill Drive, Vista, CA 92084

B1. Historic Name: Rancho Minerva
B2. Common Name: Vista Historical Society & Museum
B3. Original Use: Single Family Residence B4. Present Use: Historical Society & Museum

*B5. Architectural Style: Modern Adobe—Spanish Colonial Revival
*B6. Construction History:

John E. Deardorff built the adobe residence and detached adobe garage in 1933-34 using his patented adobe wall
construction system.! Shortly thereafter, in the early 1940s, members of the family constructed a tiered flower planter
and fountain between the house and garage. Circa 1950, a 50 square foot one-story addition was erected at the
southwest corner of the house to accommodate a new kitchen. The original kitchen, located on the northwest corner of
the house, was converted into a TV room. In 2010, the original detached adobe guest room was adapted into visitor
restrooms, an ADA ramp was added to the north side of the house, and an approximately 1,440 square feet research
center was added to the rear west end of the property. Ancillary structures and hardscape features were also added to
the property in 2010, and include a trash receptacle enclosure at the west end of the driveway, a contemporary wood
pergola and a concrete walkway on the north side of the house, a patio on the west side of the house, and an asphalt

driveway and parking area on the south side of the house.
*B7. Moved? MNo OYes 0OUnknown  Date: Original Location:
*B8. Related Features: Adobe garage; adobe guest room (visitor restrooms); flower planter and fountain.

B9a. Architect: none b. Builder: John E. Deardorff
*B10. Significance: Theme: Greek American Experience; Agricultural Development; Architecture  Area: Vista, CA
Period of Significance: 1918-1956 Property Type: Residential =~ Applicable Criteria: Cal Reg. 1 & 3

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)
2317 Old Foothill Drive is a locally significant historical resource under the contextual overview of the local Greek
American experience and Vista's agricultural development history. The property is eligible under Criterion 1 for its
association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local history, and Criterion 3
as a resource that embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type and method of adobe construction. The period of
significance begins in 1918 when Nick and Bessie Huntalas permanently moved to Vista, California and began farming
land under the auspice of the Greek American Land & Investment Company, and ends in 1956 when the Huntalases
officially register the name "Rancho Minerva" with the California Secretary of State, thereby marking their legacy.
(Cont'd page 4)

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: HP36. Ethnic Minority Property
(Greek); HP44. Adobe Building/Structure

*B12. References: Huntalas, Ted. The History of Rancho Minerva
1911-2007. Vista, California: Blub, 2007; Vista Press. Various
Articles, 1926-1954; San Diego County Directories.

B13. Remarks: Previously surveyed in Marben-Laird Associates,
Historic Resource Survey Vista, California, 1987 (V-04).

*B14. Evaluator: Vonn Marie May & Nicole J. Purvis

*Date of Evaluation: May 2016

(This space reserved for official comments.)
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*P3a. Description: (Continued from page 1)

East (Main) Elevation

The east (front) elevation is symmetrical with a centralized one-story front entry porch. The porch has a low-pitched
shed roof covered in terra cotta tiles and features a broad segmental arched opening that provides access to the
original wood plank front door. Both north and south walls of the porch flank the entry with smaller arched openings.
Two sets of tripartite windows on the front elevation are set within broad segmental arched openings and have low-
lying non-decorative metal railing. These focal windows consist of multi-light wood casements around a central fixed
eight-over-one window. A central concrete walkway from Old Foothill Drive leads to two painted and scored concrete
porch steps. A stepping stone path traverses the front of the house and accesses the building’s north side as well as the
northern portion of the property. The front garden retains historic rows of graceful queen palms, syagrus romanzoffiana,
anative of South America. Expansive turf panels and property hedges continue the historic formality of the front
landscape.

South Elevation

The south elevation of the house is located adjacent to an asphalt driveway and visitor parking area. The one-story
front portion of the house has an asymmetrical facade with two recessed six-over-one double hung wood sash
windows, one three-over-one casement window, and a basement hopper window. Circa 1950, the original kitchen
located at the northwest corner was adapted into a TV room, and an approximately 50 square foot addition was
constructed at the southwest corner of the house to accommodate a new kitchen. The one-story wood framed addition
features a low-pitched shed roof covered in terra cotta tiles. A shallow wood framed bay window with non-decorative
wood brackets is included on the addition's south elevation. The exposed two-story portion of the adobe residence
features a six-over-one wood sash double hung window on the southeast section and a one-over-one wood sash
double hung window on the southwest section of the fagade.

North Elevation

The front portion of the north elevation features a stucco-clad exterior dominant chimney. The chimney is flanked by
six-over-one wood sash double hung windows on each side. A secondary entrance comprised of a multi-light door
and sidelights are set within a broad segmental arched doorway accessed by three curved concrete steps. In 2010, an
ADA ramp was constructed over the steps, spanning along the north fagade in an east-west orientation. The second-
story portion of the house has an asymmetrical fenestration featuring a set of segmental arched French doors with
metal balconet set within a broad segmental arched opening. Slightly off-centered and below the French doors, is a
pair of small six-over-one wood sash double hung windows. At ground level at the northwest section of the facade is a
basement hopper window.

West (rear) Elevation

The west elevation is asymmetrical and two-story in form with a projecting central section of the facade. Circa 1950, a
one-story addition, approximately 50 square feet, was constructed on the southwest corner of the house. On the
northwest section of the fagade is a one-story shed roof porch. The second story portion of the west elevation features
various sized six-over-one double hung wood sash windows. Fenestration on the first level on the northwest section
includes a utilitarian wood door with quarter-light and a six-over-one double hung window. The porch is accessed by
three curved concrete steps that lead to the scored concrete landing with non-decorative metal handrails.

The central projecting section of the fagade consists of a wood utility door that accesses the basement and one fixed
wood sash window. Early and contemporary utility boxes and meters are located between the door and window. A set
of three sliding wood sash windows comprised of single lights is located on the southwest corner of the two-story
portion of the facade. At this corner junction, is the north wall of the circa 1950 one-story addition, which is
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*P3a. Description— Continued

covered by a terra cotta tiled gable roof. A half-light and wood utilitarian door is accessed by five concrete steps, and
is covered by the rake of the gable. The windows on the south wall of the addition consist of two small sliding
aluminum windows with wood trim and sill. A louvered ventilation grille is located above the windows at the gable
end. The rear courtyard features a stucco flower planter and fountain built in the early 1940s by members of the family.

Detached Adobe Garage

The adobe garage, built in 1933-34, is located behind the house next to the flower planter. The two-car garage is
accessed on the south. It features a terra cotta tiled front facing gable roof with a low-pitch and no overhangs. The
wood garage doors were replaced in 2010. The east elevation, adjacent to the flower planter, has no windows or doors.
The north elevation has one utilitarian door and one wood sash double hung window, and is located approximately
four feet from the visitor restrooms, which was adapted from the original adobe guest room in 2010. The garage's west
elevation has no windows and doors. The adobe garage is a contributing resource to 2317 Old Foothill Drive.

Flower Planter & Ancillary Buildings

Built in the early 1940s, the flower planter is comprised of two tiered concentric boat-shaped stucco garden walls and a
stone fountain in the center. It is located between the house and adobe garage on the southwest section of the rear
courtyard and is a contributing resource to 2317 Old Foothill Drive.

Next to the adobe garage is the visitor restrooms. Originally constructed in 1933-34, the adobe building was used as a
guest room.? It is one-story with a side-gable terra cotta tile roof. The exterior is finished in smooth stucco. The east
elevation, historically the main entrance, features an off-centered front door flanked by one-over-one wood sash
double hung windows. The north elevation features one door at the northwest corner and window on the northeast
corner. Windows on the west (rear) elevation consist of two one-over-one wood sash double hung windows. The south
elevation, closed off from the parking lot by a wood partition, has one wood panel utilitarian door and one one-over-
one wood sash double hung window. This ancillary building is a contributing resource to 2317 Old Foothill Drive.

In 2010, a 1,440 square foot research center was constructed at the northwest rear section of the property. The research
center is one-and-one-half-story with a low-pitched gable roof clad in terra cotta tiles. A contemporary pergola and
trash receptacle enclosure was also erected in 2010. The pergola is adjacent the house at the northwest corner, and the
trash receptacle enclosure is located at the west end of the driveway. The building and structures are wood frame, non-
contributing resources, although they maintain visual consistency with the adobe buildings.

*B10. Significance: (Continued from page 2)

Criterion 1

The Greek American Experience

Nick and Bessie Huntalas founded Rancho Minerva, located in the Buena Vista Valley district slightly east of the early
town site of Vista, California, in 1918.3 Nick Huntalas immigrated to the U.S. in 1902 during the first phase of mass
European migration between 1900 and 1920. During the earliest phase between 1900 and 1910 an estimated 167,500
Greeks entered the U.S. and in the later phase between 1910 and 1920, another 184,000 Greeks entered the U.S.* Nick
arrived at Ellis Island, New York at the age of 20 years old.> He was born in the village of Kadilla near Tripoli, Greece
where he worked as a sheepherder.¢ Looking for a life of economic prosperity, he traveled west to California after brief
stints in the Greek Colonies of New York and Chicago. In California Nick found work with the Greek railroad gang as
a laborer on the Southern Pacific Railroad.” In 1906, Nick was in Bakersfield, Kern County, California, when his
brother Tom Huntalas joined him upon arriving at Ellis Island.8 Nick advanced, becoming track inspector of a Greek
gang who
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*B10. Significance — Continued
laid track between Bakersfield and Fresno, California.? By 1912, as reported in the Fresno Morning Republic, he was
section foreman of various Greek railroad gangs comprised of 30 to 40 men.1°

During the mass European migration of the early twentieth century, immigrants labored together forming labor gangs
consisting of men from the same ethnic background. In the textile mills and shoe factories of the Northeast, and the
mines and railroads of the West, men lived, worked, and socialized together having little interaction with other labor
gangs.!! The labor gangs consisted of men from Bulgaria, Croatia, Italy, Ireland, and African Americans among
others.’? By 1912, 10,000 Greek men were working in California railroads.'® In the railroad gangs, the men were treated
as separate racial units, who lived and worked in separate groups.'* Living quarters for the laborers of the Greek
railroad gangs consisted of freight cars fitted with 8-10 bunks and a table in the center used for card playing.'®
Separate cars were used as a kitchen and dining area and in some locations, the cook built hillside ovens.!¢ As a section
foreman, Nick had separate living quarters with a bed, desk, table, and phonograph.!” In the West, Greek Colonies
formed around railroad and mining towns and in Fresno, California, the Colony consisted of approximately 600
Greeks, mostly males. Beyond small farms and a few ranches, the Fresno Greek Colony consisted of boarding houses,
three cafes, and several coffee clubs that became the center of the men's socio-political activity.'s

Males typified the first phase of Greek migration whose purpose was to secure finances, save money, and return to
Greece permanently or return to the U.S. with a Greek bride. The Greeks, bounded by the virtue of philotimo—a
concept connoting "values of self-esteem, dignity and obligation," saved and sent money home to support their family
and establish a Prika—dowry for their daughters or sisters if they were to marry.! The philotimo, "love of honor" or
"friend of honor" rang true when many of the youngest Greek men returned to Greece to fight in the Balkan War of
1912.20 In Fresno, the Greek Colony was reduced by one-third, yet the 28 year old, Nick Huntalas remained as section
gang foreman. He held this position until 1917, saving and investing in his and his friends’ recently formed Greek
American Land & Investment Company.?!

Articles of Incorporation were filed in Los Angeles, California on November 1, 1911 to establish the Greek American
Land & Investment Company by George Kostelenos, president, Nick Huntalos, vice-president, Gus Koutroulis,
secretary, James Pudos, E. V. Reed, C. N. Myrick and Peter Thompson.?? The men, colleagues and associates from the
Southern Pacific Railroad, San Joaquin Division had a capital stock of $100,000.2 Over the course of ten years, under
the auspice of the company and under the individual officers, speculative agricultural lands in Riverside and San
Diego Counties in Southern California were acquired.?* Agricultural land speculation in San Diego County that
involved Nick Huntalas consisted of several hundred acres in the Buena Vista Valley district.

In 1916, during Nick's planned return trip via New York to Greece to find a Greek bride, he was introduced to Bessie
née Despo Papasinou by her roommate, Nick's cousin, Despo Pantaleon.? The 19-year-old Bessie was residing in
Paterson, New Jersey after emigrating from Greece and arriving at Ellis Island, New York in 1914.26 She was born in
April 1896 in Ahuria Tripo, Greece.?” She arrived during the second phase of the mass European migration period
between 1910 and 1920, which in contrast to the previous decade of Greek migration, this phase united families and
brought the arrival of Greek women.? As the Greek women settled, the establishment of schools, social organizations,
and religious institutions began emerging in the smaller Greek colonies.? Bessie married Nick on September 3, 1916
returning with Nick to live in Tehachapi, Kern County, California before permanently relocating to the Buena Vista
Valley district in Vista, California with their infant son William in 1918.%
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*B10. Significance — Continued

Overview of Vista's Agricultural Development History

Vista's agricultural history is rooted in the Spanish and Mexican Eras of settlement and exploration. Spanish Missions,
established throughout California by the Franciscan Order, such as the nearby San Luis Rey Mission, used regional
land for livestock, crop cultivation and horticulture.? During the Mexican Era, large land grants were established and
offered to leading Californios through the Mission Secularization Act of 1833. Circa 1845, Governor Pio Pico granted
Rancho Buena Vista, former San Luis Rey Mission lands, to local mission Indian Filipe Subria.®2 Rancho Buena Vista
located between Rancho Guajome also former San Luis Rey Mission lands, Los Vallecitos de San Marcos and portions
of Rancho Agua Hedionda Y Los Monos surround present day Vista.3 During this period, there was also a decline in
the mission pueblos and California became largely a one-commodity state used for cattle ranching by exploiting large
tracts of unimproved rangeland.? Upon entering Statehood, Jesus Machado, who acquired the Rancho Buena Vista
from the family of Filipe Subria, continued in the cattle trade and dry farming.3 Machado's activity corresponded with
California's need to diversify its agriculture production in order to accommodate the State's population growth and
increased need of basic commodities.3 Circa 1865, Lorenzo Soto, Los Angeles businessman, acquired Rancho

Buena Vista, and by the 1870s he sold the Rancho to Cave J. and Ysidora Couts, owners of Rancho Guajome and Los
Vallecitos de San Marcos, where the Couts family planted grapes and citrus orchards. In 1874, homesteader and
viticulturalist, Bernard T. Delpy started what later would become the first successful horticultural crop in Vista and the
first San Diego County winery.?” As the Couts family lost title of Rancho Buena Vista between circa 1886 and 1912,
agricultural land speculators and local landholders started acquiring the Rancho lands.3

By the turn of the twentieth century, an agricultural shift began transforming California from an "extensive-dryland
agriculture to an intensive-irrigated agriculture."? Simultaneously, the transcontinental railroad and freight line
extensions changed life throughout California and the Nation with new towns developing alongside railroad routes.
In 1887, the Santa Fe Railroad established the Oceanside-Escondido Branch of its freight-line; and, by 1913, a depot was
erected on the freight line platform in the Vista Townsite. A syndicate out of Redlands, California, a community well-
known for its citrus orchards, formed The Vista Land Company in 1912 and purchased 1,900 acres. The Vista Land
Company subsequently subdivided and created the Vista Townsite and Vista Water Company in the western portion
of the original boundaries of Rancho Buena Vista.* Town lots starting at $100 and agricultural land starting at $200 per
acre with guaranteed water comprised the Vista Townsite.*! Land outside of the Vista Land Company holdings and
surrounding the town remained large homesteads and ranches used for dry farming, tobacco farming, timber cultures,
and livestock grazing, while water was limited to individual wells and the nearby Buena Creek.#? Similar to the State's
agricultural transformation, Vista's transformation began with increased avocado and citrus cultivation.* Through
advertising efforts of the Vista Land Company, the area quickly became known as "Orange and Lemon Lands" where
"the markets of the world will take the fruit you raise on the Vista Lands to Los Angeles, San Diego, Chicago, New
York, London and Paris."# The atmosphere of agricultural land speculation increased as Vista and the Buena Vista
Valley district's reputation of having a frostless climate, rich soil, water, and freight and passenger service, enticed
gentlemen planters, growers, and nurseries to relocate. Nurseries such as the West India Gardens of Altadena,
California arrived in the Vista area in 1914 and introduced sub-tropical plants and trees including figs, loquats,
pineapple guava, as well as avocado and citrus.*

Township 11 South, Range 3 West

On February 2, 1918, the Oceanside Blade reported, "Nick Hewtola [sic], one of the Greek farmers belonging to the Greek
syndicate who have purchased several hundred acres east of Vista, has moved onto the ranch with his family."# Under
the auspices of the Greek American Land & Investment Company, Nick Huntalas, principal shareholder and vice-
president, purchased portions of Sections 21, 27, and 28 of Township 11 South, Range 3 West in the Buena Vista Valley
district of present day Vista on September 4, 1920 from Union Title Company of San Diego.#” On June 2, 1930,
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*B10. Significance — Continued
Nick Huntalas acquired 390 acres from the Greek American Land & Investment Company comprised of portions of
Sections 20 and 21.4

When the Huntalas family moved to the area, they lived in a board and batten and wood shingle farmhouse, built by
Nick on what became Foothill Drive.# The house, no longer extant, was originally located where the adobe house was
erected.® The early house had four rooms with a front porch and an outhouse. Water was drawn from a windmill
powered well, light was provided by kerosene lamps, and food and warmth were provided by a wood burning
stove.5!

Their daughter, Annie, was born in 1919 and their son Theodore was born in 1923.5

By the early 1920s, the Huntalases had successfully acquired two cows, six workhorses, cultivators, and farm
equipment.® Nick dry farmed the land harvesting hay, oats and barley crops. The large ranches of the area continued
to be used for agricultural purposes. As the Vista Townsite exhibited population growth, regional infrastructure such
as county roads were built, and efforts were made to establish an irrigation district that would better accommodate the
Townsite, surrounding ranches, and environs extending east into the Buena-Twin Oaks and San Marcos districts. Nick
Huntalas was one of the original petitioners for the creation of the Vista Irrigation District.> In 1925, there were
roughly 200 landowners.% As proposed, the Vista Irrigation District would consist of over 17,000 acres with 13,000
acres already cultivated with grain, orchards, and vines.’ Land values estimated and proclaimed by the Vista
Irrigation District bond efforts would range between $500 and $1000 per acre once irrigated water was made
available.5” The Vista Irrigation District opened in 1926, drawing water from Lake Henshaw for the district consisting
of 13,500 acres.’ Huntalas, under the auspice of the Greek American Land & Investment Company, was one of the
largest enterprises with over 400 acres in the irrigation district.*

Within nine months of the Vista Irrigation District opening, Huntalas was set to harvest 30 acres of tomatoes, 7 acres of
bell peppers, 15 acres of peas, 15 acres of string beans and additional 50 acres to include potatoes and beans, totaling
120 acres in vegetables.5 Huntalas was recognized as having one of "best gardening developments in the district."s' He
rotated tomato crops in the winter with corn in the spring.® He began experimenting with avocados and started a
nursery from seedlings that ultimately led to the creation of the Huntalas avocado.®® In 1929, he harvested 16 tons of
watermelons from two acres and 20 acres of peas.® His flowering pea crops even spiked the curiosity of tourists, who
drove to his ranch to investigate the fields of white flowers covering acres of land.® He leased ancillary wood
structures such as sheds to other growers and his packinghouse built circa 1924 at the railroad tracks at Buena Creek
Road eventually became the district's voting precinct.®

Rancho Minerva

In 1930, Nick acquired portions of Sections 20 and 21 in Township 11 South, Range 3 West from the Greek American
Land & Investment Company.®” The land, located approximately three miles east of the Vista Townsite, totaled 390
acres.% By this time, Nick's brother Tom and sister-in-law Angelina Huntalas had relocated to Vista from Kern County,
California and were living and working on Rancho Minerva.®

Local agricultural boosts from New Deal era agricultural programs and cooperatives such as Calavo Growers of
California emerged during the 1930s. Groups and programs brought farmers financial relief through loan programs, in
addition to political lobbying support. In 1935, Nick became a charter and lifelong member of the Grange, a farmer's
fraternal organization that facilitates agricultural legislation beneficial to farmers and the rural population.” Unlike
other area farmers, the Huntalases retained their farming enterprise throughout the Depression, while also providing
others with employment. Continuing to grow and successfully harvest fruit and vegetable crops including avocados
and citrus, Nick commissioned local builder John E. Deardorff to construct a new modern adobe residence, garage,
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*B10. Significance — Continued
and guest room for his family at 2317 Old Foothill Drive in 1933-34. The Huntalas family moved into the adobe house
in May 1934.7

John E. Deardorff

John E. Deardorff, born in Portland, Oregon in 1883, resided in Vista, California with his wife, Lillian B. and their
children before moving to Escondido, California in 1943.72 Prior to the dissolution of his business partnership with
Edward Parker in 1928, John began developing a modern adobe construction system. On November 23, 1926, John E.
Deardorff filed a patent for adobe wall construction. He leased a sand pit in the San Luis Rey river bottom to develop
clean sand for building purposes and used it in the manufacture of his adobe bricks.” Deardorff reopened his firm
under his name and the tagline of "reliable builder of comfortable homes."”* He passed away March 17, 1944.75

During World War II, Nick volunteered for the IV Fighter Command of the U.S. Army Air Forces as a member of the
Aircraft Warning Service, and together the Huntalases hosted Sunday dinner for military personnel stationed at
nearby Camp Pendleton.” By the mid-1940s, Rancho Minerva was producing "200,000 pounds of avocados, 8,000 to
10,000 boxes of oranges, 7,000 boxes of lemons and about 3,000 boxes of grapefruit."”” A 1944 photograph of the
ranch’s early signage illustrates a central top-mounted cartouche featuring a side profile of the Goddess Minerva
wearing a Corinthian helmet.” During the late 1920s and 1930s, farmers and ranchers were encouraged to name their
ranches during a time of local boosterism. The effort was driven by a fellow rancher who felt it would improve
directions for people around town and further included the services of a local Vista sign painter.” By 1932, the local
American Legion Post started a sign campaign, as well.® It was said, that Nick believed that by naming the ranch after
the Roman goddess of wisdom Minerva that it "would provide [him] guidance and wisdom to make it a success."s!

In 1956, the name "Rancho Minerva" became legally recognized when the Huntalas family registered it with the
California Secretary of State —the first time Bessie’s name was recorded on a land document.® This official act, initially
meant to protect the name “Rancho Minerva” in association with the Huntalas family, was the culmination of a
lifetime of hard work and dedication. It also marked a legacy of the land that would be passed down generationally as
the youngest son Theodore became the ranch manager, allowing his father Nick more quality time for his pursuit in
the agriculture sciences.®

During the 1960s, it is rumored that a small segment of Rancho Minerva became an experimental planting area for
tangelos—a citrus hybrid comprised of tangerine and pomelo or grapefruit, by Dr. George A. Zentmyer, Professor of
Plant Pathology from the University of California, Riverside.8* Also, it is known that samplings of Huntalas avocado
rootstock were selected for research. Over the course of several years, the national and international avocado industry
suffered root rot caused by a soil borne pathogen known as Phytophthora Cinnamomi. Circa 1966, Dr. George A.
Zentmyer, selected Huntalas avocado rootstock as part of his avocado research. The Huntalas rootstock was found to be
resistant to the pathogen. However, it was identified several decades later circa 1995 to carry the sunblotch vibroid,
which subsequently halted its rootstock grafting.®> Nevertheless, the Huntalas avocado remains an important
contribution and cited source in avocado research studies.

Contributions by Nick and Bessie were also acknowledged through Mayoral proclamation, designating September 3,
1976 as the Nick and Bessie Huntalas Day for their lifelong contributions to Vista and as a date of celebration in
recognition of their 60th wedding anniversary.8 Nick passed away four years later on October 23, 1980 at the age of
98.%7 Twelve years later on January 11, 1992, Bessie Huntalas passed away at the age of 95.88
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*B10. Significance — Continued

Rancho Minerva, no longer being used for growing and harvesting fruit and vegetables, became desirable land for
development. Shortly after Rancho Minerva was annexed into the City of Vista in 1993, the Huntalas family entered
into a legal battle against an eminent domain claim by the Vista Unified School District. The Huntalas family and
school district came to an agreement and in May 2005 construction began at Rancho Minerva Middle School, located
across the street from the adobe house on the west side of the new Foothill Drive.

After eight decades of successful fruit and vegetable production, Rancho Minerva is redefined from a large ranch to a
developed semi-rural enclave in the City of Vista, California. The 1.61 acre lot where 2317 Old Foothill Drive is
comprised was transferred from the Vista Unified School District to the City of Vista in 2008.% In 2009, the Vista
Historical Society and Museum began leasing the property.

In conclusion, the combination of the property's ability to convey significance under six of the seven aspects of
integrity; and its association with the Greek American experience of Nick Huntalas, principal shareholder and vice-
president of the Greek American Land & Investment Company, the first Greek American family to permanently reside
in Vista, and their vast contribution to Vista's local agricultural development history, elevates 2317 Old Foothill Drive
as a locally significant historical resource under Criterion 1.

Criterion 3

John E. Deardorff is responsible for the construction of this modern twentieth century adobe residence, garage, and
guest room built in a vernacular version of the Spanish Colonial Revival style for Nick and Bessie Huntalas in 1933-34.
The adobe is a distinct example of adobe construction using Deardorff's patented adobe wall construction. The U.S.
Patent Office issued Deardorff's patent on October 2, 1928. The general purpose of his invention was to 1) produce
adobe wall construction that could be readily laid in courses, 2) be bonded together to produce a rigid and strong wall,
3) provide a type of construction for the wall to hold stucco or plaster securely on the wall, and 4) to facilitate laying
the adobe bricks against the side of a door frame, while also enabling the adobe bricks to hold the door frame securely
in the wall.? As stated in the Patent by Deardorff the "invention consists of parts and combinations of parts.""
Deardorff also preferred that the wall thickness be the width of the adobe brick and the adobe brick preferably have a
length equal to twice the thickness of the wall. His adobe bricks feature aligning notches that are formed in the end
faces of the adobe brick. The end faces are plane and abut against each other. Embedded in the brick, is wire mesh or
gauze sheets placed in the middle plane, parallel with the large face of the adobe brick. The wire mesh or gauze sheet
extends across the notches and project beyond each side of the adobe brick and bent downward to act as lath to secure
exterior stucco or interior plaster.”

Deardorff's method of construction is distinguishable from other adobe wall construction for the invention and use of
aligning notches, doorframe installation, and wire mesh or gauze sheets bent downward to secure stucco or plaster.
The adobe reflects a construction innovation set within local adobe construction conventions. It confirms its use of
local indigenous materials and likewise elevating its significance within the evolution of San Diego County adobe
construction systems. 2317 Old Foothill Drive is a distinct example of adobe residential construction for it use of
Deardorff's patented adobe wall construction, in addition to the foundation consisting of reinforced concrete stem
walls with wood mudsills and a raised wood framed floor over partial basement.? The adobe residence, historically
situated within a 390-acre ranch, became a showplace of Deardorff's patented adobe wall construction, exceptional
craftsmanship and his overall design articulation of a modern adobe built in a vernacular version of the Spanish
Colonial Revival style.
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*B10. Significance — Continued

The Spanish Colonial Revival features represented in this property includes a multi-story building form with various
low-pitched roof styles and material such as adobe brick, smooth exterior stucco, terra cotta tiles, and canale inspired
vent tiles. The former is indicative of nineteenth century Spanish and Mexican Era California architecture, and the
latter is indicative of Pueblo architecture in the Southwest. The use of arched openings and segmental arched recesses
at the front entryway porch, north side entrance, and the second story French doors further expresses the style and
region's architectural heritage. Other character defining features attributable to the Revival include the front entryway
porch, multi-light double hung wood sash windows, second story balconet, and garden walls.

In conclusion, the combination of the property's character defining features and its ability to convey significance under
six of the seven aspects of integrity, illustrates that 2317 Old Foothill Drive is a historical resource under Criterion 3 as
a resource that embodies the distinctive characteristics of a vernacular version of the Spanish Colonial Revival style
and method of adobe construction.

Integrity

To be eligible for designation under any California Register of Historical Resources Criteria 1-4, a potential historic
resource must retain integrity. According to the National Park Service (NPS), the integrity of a resource is determined
by “the ability of a property to convey its significance.” In order to illustrate integrity, potential resources must be
evaluated under the seven aspects of integrity defined by the NPS: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and association.

Location: Location is defined by the NPS as the “place where the historic property was constructed or the place where
the historic event occurred.” The adobe house, garage and guest room were constructed in 1933-34 using earth
excavated from the original residential site and manufactured into adobe bricks using builder John E. Deardorff's
patented adobe brick form and adobe wall construction. The area where earth was removed to form the adobe bricks
comprises the basement of the residence located at the northeast corner of Foothill Drive and San Clemente Avenue in
Vista, San Diego County, California; thereby retaining integrity of location necessary for designation under Criteria 1
and 3.

Design: Design is defined as the “combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a
property.” The house and garage exhibit several character defining features identified with the Spanish Colonial
Revival style and distinct adobe wall construction. The design includes the multi-story building plan with various low-
pitched terra cotta tile roofs, smooth exterior stucco wall surfaces, recessed window and door openings, arches, and
garden walls. As a distinguishable example of modern adobe construction in the Spanish Colonial Revival style, the
design integrity necessary for designation under Criteria 1 and 3 is supported.

Setting: Setting is defined as the “physical environment of a historic property.” Historically, the residence was located
within a 390-acre ranch used for fruit and vegetable crops. When originally constructed in 1933-34, the house was
surrounded by citrus orchards, with the east (main) elevation setback from the dirt road known as Foothill Drive.
Since initial construction, the Huntalas family has sold their ranchlands and residential development has turned the
area into a semi-rural area with estate homes on large lots. A new Foothill Drive was constructed on the southwest
side of the property between the 1.61-acre lot and Rancho Minerva Middle School. Ancillary buildings were also
constructed on the site in 2010. These buildings, though non-contributing, facilitate public use of the property. Original
building setbacks on the east (main) elevation are maintained as well as mature landscaping, garden walls, and replica
Rancho Minerva sign that continues to provide a historical sense of place; yet the integrity of setting is compromised by
the transition from a rural ranch to semi-rural development with new residential construction, a school, and a new
road. Therefore, the property does not meet integrity of setting for designation under Criteria 1 and 3.
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*B10. Significance — Continued
Materials: Materials are defined as the “physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period
of time and in a pattern or configuration to form a historic property.” With the exception of the circa 1950 one-story

addition on the southwest corner, this adobe house, garage, and adaptive reuse of the guest room, continue to convey
its significance through the retention of the original building materials as demonstrated in the existence of the adobe
method of construction, overall fenestration, glazing, stucco exterior wall surfaces, roof tiles, doors and door
hardware. The extant materials, the basement where earth for the adobe bricks were excavated, and overall quality
craftsmanship of Deardorff's patented adobe wall construction illustrates retention of material integrity for designation
consideration under Criteria 1 and 3.

Workmanship: Workmanship is defined as the “physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during
any given period in history or prehistory.” 2317 Old Foothill Drive is a distinguishable example of modern adobe
construction built in the Spanish Colonial Revival style in 1933-34. The adobe house, garage, and guest room are well
articulated and are in exceptional condition. The quality workmanship is evident in the original Deardorff patented
adobe wall construction system and adobe brick fabrication, thereby retaining integrity of workmanship necessary for
designation under Criteria 1 and 3.

Feeling: Feeling is defined as the “property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time.”
The architectural aesthetic of this property is expressed through its modest, unobtrusive yet large scale and well-
articulated building design, and use of indigenous local materials. Builder John E. Deardorff achieved this by a
creating a multi-story rear-facing T-plan, and incorporating local site materials such as earth to create his patented
adobe bricks and wall construction system. His use of smooth exterior wall surfaces, arches, and recessed window and
door openings are reflective of adobe construction, while also signaling a sense of Spanish Colonial Revival style
architecture. The adobe house, garage and guest room is also reflective of Nick Huntalas' philotimo, in the sense that
through obligated hard work and savings he was able to provide a new modern home for his wife Bessie and their
children. In combination, integrity of feeling is retained, thereby supporting designation under Criteria 1 and 3.

Association: Association is defined as the “direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic
property.” 2317 Old Foothill Drive is associated with the Greek American experience of the Huntalas family, the first
Greek American family to permanently reside in Vista, and contribute to the local agricultural development history.
Additionally, the residence and garage are associated with John E. Deardorff as the inventor of a distinct adobe wall
construction system and the construction of a modern adobe house and garage built in the Spanish Colonial Revival
style; thereby, retaining integrity under association for designation under Criteria 1 and 3.
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Site Map: Contributing buildings and structures: A—Adobe House (1933-34), B—Flower Planter (1940s), C—Adobe Garage
(1933-34), D— Adaptive Reuse of Guest Room into Visitor Restrooms (1933-34 adapted 2010). Non-Contributing buildings
and structures: E—Contemporary Pergola (2010), F—Research Center (2010), G—Trash Enclosure (2010).
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Name of Property: Rancho Minerva City: Vista County: San Diego State: CA
Date of Photographs: May 12, 2016 Number of Photographs: 8
Mo. Day | Photo# Subject/Description View Toward
May | 12 01 East (Front) Elevation: Single story with second story behind with | yyaet
kitchen addition.
May | 12 02 Oblique view of South and East Elevations: Main House (single Northwest
and second story), kitchen single story and garage.
May | 12 03 South Elevation; Left to Right--Garage, courtyard, kitchen addition | \jorih
single story, Main House.
May | 12 04 Oblique view: Garage, courtyard, and West Elevation of Main Northeast
House, kitchen addition.
May 12 05 West Elevation: Main House second story, kitchen addition, and East
courtyard.
May 12 06 North Elevation: Main House single story with porch and chimney, South
second story.
May | 12 07 Oblique view: Main House, courtyard, non-historic pergola, guest | g i oast
quarters (restroom), and garage beyond.
May | 12 08 Courtyard, garden and fountain, garage beyond, guest quarters West
(restroom) to the right.

DPR 523 (9/2013)
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A. Current Photographs

Photo 1 East (Front) Elevation: Single story with second story behind with kitchen addition.

Photo 2 Oblique view of South and East Elevations: Main House (single and second story), kitchen
single story and garage.
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A. Current Photographs

Photo 3 South Elevation; Left to Right--Garage, courtyard, kitchen addition single story, Main House.

Photo 4 Oblique view: Garage, courtyard, and West Elevation of Main House, kitchen addition.
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A. Current Photographs

Photo 5 West Elevation: Main House second story, kitchen addition, and courtyard.

Photo 6 North Elevation: Main House single story with porch and chimney, second story.
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A. Current Photographs

Photo 7 Oblique view: Main House, courtyard, non-historic pergola, guest quarters (restroom), and garage
beyond.

Photo 8 Courtyard, garden and fountain, garage beyond, guest quarters (restroom) to the right.
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B. California Secretary of State, Claim to Name

Figure 1 California Secretary of State, Claim to Name, Rancho Minerva, Registration No. 1906, 2/14/1956.
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C. Historic Photographs

Figure 2 Nick and Bessie Huntalas in front of Rancho Minerva, Vista, California, 1944. Source: Ted
Huntalas, The History of Rancho Minerva 1911-2007.
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C. Historic Photographs

Figure 3 Huntalas children posing in front of their original ranch house in Vista, California. 6 year old William (Bill)

Huntalas, 6 month old Theodore (Ted) Huntalas, and 5 year old Annie (Huntalas) Drakos, 1923. Source: Ted Huntalas, The
History of Rancho Minerva 1911-2007.
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C. Historic Photographs

Figure 4 Living quarters for the foreman of the Greek labor gang, Nick Huntalas, sitting in the chair and his brother Tom

Huntalas, who eventually became Assistant Foreman. n.d. circa 1906-1917. Source: Ted Huntalas, The History of Rancho
Minerva 1911-2007.
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C. Historic Photographs

Figure 5 Southern Pacific Railroad Greek labor gang, Nick Huntalas front and center, n.d. circa 1906-1917. Source: Ted Huntalas, The
History of Rancho Minerva 1911-2007.
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C. Historic Photographs

Figure 6 The Adobe residence among citrus orchards at 2317 Foothill Drive, Vista, California, circa 1935-1940. Source: Ted
Huntalas, The History of Rancho Minerva 1911-2007.
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C. Historic Photographs

Figure 7 North Elevation of adobe residence at 2317 Foothill Drive, Vista, California, 1934. Source: Ted Huntalas, The
History of Rancho Minerva 1911-2007.
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C. Historic Photographs

Figure 8 Adobe residence at 2317 Foothill Drive, Vista, California, n.d. circa 1940-1950. Source: Ted Huntalas, The History of
Rancho Minerva 1911-2007.
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C. Historic Photographs

Figure 9 Nick Huntalas in front posing with workers, Vista, California, 1929. Source: Ted Huntalas, The History of Rancho
Minerva 1911-2007.
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D. Historic Maps
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[ v

Figure 10 Township 11 South, Range 3 West, San Bernardino Meridian. Rancho Buena Vista Survey Map, United
States, 1876.
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D. Historic Maps

Figure 11 Township 11 South, Range 3 West, Plat Map, 1912.
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D. Historic Maps

Figure 12 Sections 20, 21, 27, 28 Township 11 South, Range 3 West. San Marcos Quadrangle 7.5 Minute Topographical Map,
U.S.G.S., 1948.
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E. Chain of Title Summary

Chain of Title

( May 20, 1889 through February 21, 2016 )

1. Patent Deed
Grantor:
Grantee:
Recorded:

2. Grant Deed
Grantor:
Grantee:
Recorded:

3. Decree of Distribution
Estate of:
Distributed to:

Recorded:

4. Bargain and Sale Deed
Grantor:
Grantee:

Recorded:

5. Grant Deed
Grantor:
Grantee:
Recorded:

6. Grant Deed
Grantor:
Grantee:
Recorded:

The United States of America
William Griffin
May 20, 1889, Patent Book 6, Page 150

Wm. Griffin
J. H. Carver
March 31, 1887, Deed Book 80, Page 310

John H. Carver

Luther R. Carver, 1/7 interest; Isaac N. Carver, 1/7 interest;
Clara M. Foster, 1/7 interest; S. A. W. Carver, 1/7 interest;
Thomas N. Carver, 1/7 interest; Charles E. Carver, 1/7
interest and Jesse C. Carver, 1/7 interest

January 26, 1906, Deed Book 384, Page 36

Luther R. Carver

Isaac N. Carver, Thomas N. Carver, Clara M. Foster, S. A. W,
Carver, Jesse C. Carver and Chas E. Carver

December 4, 1908, #7140, Deed Book 456, Page 49

Clara M. Foster and Wm. A. Foster
Charles E. Carver, 1/6 interest
November 3, 1909, #6339, Deed Book 471, Page 109

Isaac N. Carver and Emma Carver
Charles E. Carver, 1/6 interest
November 18, 1909, #7161, Deed Book 474, Page 467

Please be advised that this is not Title Insurance. The information provided herein
reflects matters of public record which impart constructive notice in accordance
with California Insurance Code 12340.10

Page2 of 5

Figure 13 Chain of Title Summary, May 20, 1889 to February 21, 2016, 1 of 4.

O Update
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E. Chain of Title Summary

7. Grant Deed

Grantor: S. A. W. Carver

Grantee: Charles E. Carver, 1/6 interest

Recorded: November 18, 1909, #7162, Deed Book 474, Page 468

8. Grant Deed

Grantor: Thomas N. Carver and Flora K. Carver

Grantee: Charles E. Carver, 1/6 interest

Recorded: November 18, 1909, #7163, Deed Book 480, Page 81

9. Grant Deed

Grantor: Jesse C. Carver

Grantee: Charles E. Carver, 1/6 interest

Recorded: November 18, 1909, #7164, Deed Book 480, Page 80

10. Grant Deed

Grantor: Chas E. Carver and Flora S. Carver

Grantee: Harry Uhland

Recorded: January 12, 1910, #621, Deed Book 471, Page 240

11. Grant Deed

Grantor: Harry Uhland

Grantee: O. T. Moore

Recorded: August 1, 1912, #19975, Deed Book 564, Page 389

12. Grant Deed

Grantor: 0. T. Moore .

Grantee: Union Title and Trust Company

Recorded: August 15, 1912, #21140, Deed Book 571, Page 254

13. Grant Deed

Grantor: Union Title Company of San Diego, formerly Union Title and
Trust Company

Grantee: Greek American Land and Investment Company

Recorded: September 4, 1920, #24088, Deed Book 825, Page 61

14. Grant Deed

- Grantor: Greek American Land and Investment Company
Grantee: Nick Huntalas
Recorded: June 2, 1930, #26492, Deed Book 1784, Page 110

Please be advised that this is not Title Insurance. The information provided herein
reflects matters of public record which impart constructive notice in accordance

with California Insurance Code 12340.10

Page3 of S

Figure 14 Chain of Title Summary, May 20, 1889 to February 21, 2016, 2 of 4.
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E. Chain of Title Summary

15. Gift Deed

Grantor: Nick Huntalas and Bessie Huntalas, aka Bessie P. Huntalas,
aka Bessie H. Huntalas

Grantee: William N. Huntalas, Annie Drakos and Theodore N.
Huntalas

Recorded: December 21, 1965, Recorders File No. 229669

16. Individual Quitclaim Deed

Grantor: Annie Drakos

Grantee: Annie Drakos and Marino Drakos, Trustees of the Drakos
Family Trust dated January 29, 1979

Recorded: June 2, 1988, Recorders File No. 88-262343

17. Individual Quitclaim Deed

Grantor: Bessie P. Huntalas

Grantee: William N. Huntalas, Theodore N. Huntalas and Annie

Drakos, Co-Trustees of the Bessie Papasinou Huntalas Trust
dated 2/29/1988 FBO Bessie P. Huntalas
Recorded: June 2, 1988, Recorders File No. 88-262346

18. Individual Quitclaim Deed

Grantor: Theodore N. Huntalas

Grantee: Theodore N. Huntalas and Irene S. Huntalas, Trustees of the
Huntalas Family Trust dated November 19, 1990

Recorded: December 4, 1990, Recorders File No. 1990-0643604

19. Affidavit—Death of Trustor-Trustee

Decedent: Bessie P. Huntalas

Recorded: February 3, 1992, Recorders File No. 1992-0058049

20. Individual Quitclaim Deed

Grantor: William N. Huntalas, Theodore N. Huntalas and Annie
Drakos, Co-Trustees of the Bessie Papasinou Huntalas Trust
dated 2/29/1988, ¥4 interest

Grantee: Marino Drakos and Annie Drakos, Trustees of the Drakos
Family Trust dated January 29, 1979, 1/6 interest; Theodore
N. Huntalas and Irene S. Huntalas, Trustees of the Huntalas
Family Trust dated November 19, 1990, 1/6 interest; William
N. Huntalas, Trustee of the William N. Huntalas Living Trust
dated December 5, 1992, 1/6 interest.

Recorded: January 15, 1993, Recorders File No. 1993-0029206

Please be advised that this is not Title Insurance. The information provided herein
reflects matters of public record which impart constructive notice in accordance
with California Insurance Code 12340.10

Page 4 of 5

Figure 15 Chain of Title Summary, May 20, 1889 to February 21, 2016, 3 of 4.
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E. Chain of Title Summary

21. Final Order of Condemnation

Plaintiff: Vista Unified School District

Defendants: William N. Huntalas; Annie Drakos; Theodore N. Huntalas
and Irene Huntalas; et al.

Recorded: July 15, 1994, Recorders File No. 1994-0442986

22. Quitclaim Deed

Grantor: Annie Drakos and Marino Drakos, individually and as Co-
Trustees of the Drakos Family Trust dated January 29, 1979

Grantee: Vista Unified School District

Recorded: June 1, 1995, Recorders File No. 1995-0231053

23 . Grant Deed

Grantor: Vista Unified School District

Grantee: The City of Vista

Recorded: November 21, 2008, Recorders File No. 2008-0604937

— End of Report -

Note: We find no recorded evidence of a Notice of Completion.

AKX AXKRRAKXRAX XA R AKX %

Please be advised that this is not Title Insurance. The information provided herein reflects matters of public
record which impart constructive notice in accordance with California Insurance Code 12340.10. Note that we
are not a Title Insurance Company, and that no express or implied warranty as to the accuracy or completeness
of the information provided herein is granted. Our work has been performed under short time constraints with
a quick turn around, and is based in part on the use of databases outside of our control. The recipient hereby
acknowledges that California Lot Book, Inc. assumes no liability with respect to any errors or omissions related
to the information provided herein. Also note that this search has been performed without the benefit of a
Statement of Identification from the property owners, and if a search was performed for liens recorded against
owner names, we cannot be sure that the information provided relates to the actual property owners, or is
complete with respect to the property owners. In any event, our liability is limited to the amount of fees collected

for the information provided herein,
KEAXKKIAXXRRA XA XX AR K%
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Figure 16 Chain of Title Summary, May 20, 1889 to February 21, 2016, 4 of 4.
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Figure 17 San Diego County Recorder, Grantor: Union Title Company of San Diego, Grantee: Greek American Land and
Investment Company, Grant Deed, No. 24088, Deed Book 825, Page 61, 9/4/1920, 1 of 2.
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Figure 18 San Diego County Recorder, Grantor: Union Title Company of San Diego, Grantee: Greek American Land and

Investment Company, Grant Deed, No. 24088, Deed Book 825, Page 61, 9/4/1920, 2 of 2.
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6/2/1930 # 26492
Deed Book 1784, Page 110

V0488

GRAKT DEXD

OREZEX ANERICAN LARD AND INVESTMENT CONPANY, a Corporation duly organiged
and exlating under and by viitus of the laws of the State of Californie, and baving its
prizeipal place of businsss in the County of Ssn Diego, and State of Celifornis, ror and
in eonsideration of the sun ¢f Ten and No/100 Doliars the receipt whereof is hereby ac-
knowledged, doss heredy GRINT TO KICK EUNTALAS,

41y THAT REAL FROPERTY situsted in the Ucunty of San Diego, State of Cali-
fornie described as follows, toswit:i~
FIRST:= All thet portion of the Northewst Quarter of the Southwest Quartsr of Ssotionm 21,
Township L1 South, RB. 5 West, 8. B. B. & M., lying within the faolliwing desoribed bouns
dnTies:-

h’hlm&ﬂd‘wlmlM Y Y-
mzqcﬂ.-a reseor 2totd v 104 el 25

Beginuing at the Worthwest corner of the Northesst Quarter of the Bouthwest
Quarter of said Ssatiom 21 as sune is monumented on the ground snd shown on Lisenssd Survey
¥ap Eo. 271, Records of Ssa Diego County, California; thenos North 1°10715" Bast 10.93
feet to a point in the insorrect Fast snd West center line of said Section 21 as per said
Map; thenoe slong ssid line 30uth S9°28'27" Nast 1274.86 £ to & point in ihe Nortnerly l.og.
prolongation of that ocupromise line in the Ncrtheast Quarter of the Bouthwest Quarter of
satd Seotion 21 shown upon SAXG Mep 48 having & bearing of North 2°14'i0" Eest; thence
along said last mentioned lias and 1ts Northerly prolongation 56, 2°34720" West 1530.64
Teot to a point In the South boundary of the Fortheast Quarter of the Southwest QUATter of
said segtion 21; thende along maid last nantionsd lins Morth 80°29'30" West 71,60 fset to
& paint ia the East Boundary of land oonveyed by the Oresk Americes land & Investmeut Come
Fany & Gorporetion t0 Rom Katherine Mwards; by desd dated Jome 2374, 1637 and recorded
— 18 Book oF Deeds 1363, pege 207, Becords of Sen Diege Gouaty, Osliforniaj theace Aloag
said last menticned line North 3°17'40" Bast 475.99 fest to the Northeast corner of land o
oonveyed; thence along the North bouniary sherecf cad its westerly prolongaticn North 89°
24745 Yest 830,04 feet] thenos North 35*64'30" Bast 136,35 fegt; thanse Weat 437,00 feet’

Figure 19 San Diego County Recorder. Grantor: Greek American Land and Investment Company.
Grantee: Nick Huntalas. Document No. 26492. Deed Book 1784. page 110-113. 6/2/1930, 1 of 4.
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+o a point in the West boundary ©f the Northemst Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of skid
Ssotion 21} thenos along said lesat mentioned line Worth 1°10'15" East 738.98 feet to the
point of beginning, containing 854.58 sores Bore or lass. Bubject to a right or way 20,00
foet wide for a County Romd 40.00 feest wide slong the West boundary thereof: ssid boundary
1ine baing the csnter lins of said road.

SROOMD:= Any and all portions of the NHortheast Quarser of ths Bcuthwest Quartsr snd
of the Northwest Quarter of the SBoutheast Quarter of Section 21, Townahip 11 South, Raage
3 Wpat, 8. B. B, & M., s said Seoction is monumented on the ground amd on L4 a
Survey Map #3571, Bsocords of Sean Disgo Ocunty. Calirornia, lying South of the incorrect line
shown on said Map sa having s bearing of North 890°24' Wast, the Essterly boundsry being that
comprcmiss lins shown on ssid Map =a having a boaring of NorthO"S7'00"Mast, and the Weaterly
boundery being that compromise 1in® shown On said Mep as having s bearins of Horsh E%14°
40" ZEast, oonSainirg 0.07 acres. mors Oor lass.

THIRDI= Any and sall parts of the Scnthwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Seoction
21 =nd o the Scathzest [uas>ter of the Northsest Quartar of Sectioa 20, of Towmship 11
S8outh, Range & West 8. B. B, & M., as sald sections are monumsnted upon the ground and shown
on Licensed Burvey Map #3711, Beoords of San Diego County, Oalifornis, lying South or the
ingorrect osater line of said Section 21 shown upon ssid Map as having m bearing of Scuth
89%ze*A7* Kast, the Easterly boundary of the wishin 4esoribed parcel being the center line
of County Hoad bullt approximetely upon Hoad Survey /[Ji8. Hecords of San Diego County, Cali-
Tfornia. the west bWwundary being the dartherly preloagstion of that sompromiss lizs im she
Hortheast Quearter of the Southwest Quarter of said Seotion EO shown upom eaid Map as having
a bearing of Forth 1°88'30" East, contaiming 0,21 sores more or less. MNiek

POURTH:- All shat portion of She Northsast uarter of the Southsast Quartsr of Sassion .
20, Townahlp 11 Scuth H. 3 West, 5. B. B. & M., lying within the Tollowing Aeacribed bdboun-
daries:-

Baginning at the one~quarter Section Corner common to Sections 20 and Pl Townahip 11
Bouth Bange 3 Wesat. 3. B. B. & M., thenoa along the Wast boundary lins of said Ssstion 21
Zouth 1710 West S80.1¢ feet themoe North 89°37'30" West 74.22 feet; thence North 1"2s*30=
East B50,17 fest; thencoe Bouth 896860 Bast 72.40 fest to the point of beglhning, oco-
feining an area of 1.43 A0IeR: =OTe Or leass. resorving therofre=m as an essemsnt for road pur-
Posss a aSrip of land of the uniform width of ten fwst slong The sntirs south boundary there-

of,

PIFTH:~ A4ll that porsioa of the Northwesat Quarter of the Scuthwest guarter of Ssoation
21, Towmship 11l SBouth BEmnge 3 West S. B, B, & M., lying within the following described
boundaries.

Bogimping at the West Quarter Coraer of said Seeticon %l; thenoe along the Norsh
boundary of the Forthwest Quarter of the Scutlwest Quarter af sald Ssotion 21 Scuth B9"39'
10" E. 1321.73 feat to the Northesat Corner thersof] thesmos along the East boundary thereor
8. 1710715" West 850.88 feet: thehde leaving said Nast bowndary N, 59°57'30% W. 1321.685
fest o a poiant om the West btoundary line of said Sestica Z1j shencs along sajid West bound-
ary line N. 1°10' E. B50,16 feat tO the point Of beginning, contuining an area of R5.O0 sores
more or less; subjset to a right of way twenty fest wide for s Jounty Boad fertsy fest wide
aloug the East boundary Shersof sad that portion of said North boumndary whare the County
foud built sprroximmtsly on New foad Survey F4& rollows said NMorsh boundary whioh 1is approxi-
metely 700 Tfeet said Fast and North boundary lines being the ceater line Of said road, A4lso

Figure 20 San Diego County Recorder. Grantor: Greek American Land and Investment Company. Grantee:
Nick Huntalas. Document No. 26492. Deed Book 1784. page 110-113. 6/2/1930, 2 of 4.
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resarving therefrom as an sassmend Tor rosd purposes & otrip of Lland of the uniform
width of tsn fest along the satire South boundary theareorl.

BIXITH:= The Boutheast Quarisr of the Doutheast Quarter of %ha Soud »est
Quarter of Bsstiomn 31, Township 1. 8. B. 3 West, 8, B. A. & M,, sontaining am ares of
10,034 serds mole OF Leas; Teservihg therefrom as o sesesant for road purposts & “!ir_‘
of land of ths uniform width of ten fest along the satire North and West boundariss
thereal.

AEVENTE: All that portsiosm of the Morth Half of the Scuthsast Quartsr of
the Bcuthwest Quarter of Seotion £l, Township 11 8. R. 3 West 8. B. B. & M. lying withim
the following deseribed bounderiss.- '

Begioning at the Bouthwest Normar of the Norih Half of she Southoset Quardar
of thy Jouthwsst Cuarter of sald Seotlion &l thanoe alomg the Weat boundary thersof
M. L¥10"15" K. BB4.08 fest; thebos Lleaving said West boundary N. 36%30' B 118.40 fesh;
thenos M. 33%06% N. T3.00 fest] thenos N. 19°00* E. 132.50 feot: thenes N. SO RE" K.
E5.,00 fest] thencs N. ZE"2A'30" E, 68,71 Yest| hencs S. G0 S47"10" B. 4bb.08 fesl| thanbs
B. B"B3'45" W. 183.00 fest) thenos 5. BP"E3'4E" B, 49B5.00 fest; thanss N. 3*17+48% X,
178,01 fes® %0 & point om the North boundary line sherect) Shense along seid North
boundery line 5. G9°E0'30" XN. 143.33 rest to the Northesst Oorner thersof; thenos slong
the Esst boundary therscf 8. 1°10'50™ W. 861,58 rest to ths Southesst Corner tharsof|
“heoes slong the Bouth boundary thersof N. E9°35' W. 1381.04 fest %0 the polnt of be=
Einning. contsining an ares of 16,93 sores, mors or lass) subjeot %0 a right of way Twanty
feat wider for & County Road Farty fest wide slomg the Weat Soundary thersof, said Wesat
boundary lins batwssn the ostsr line of sald road; ales TeserrTing therefrom as AR sass=
mant for road purposss & strip of land of he uniform width of ten Test slong the sotirs
Bouth boundary thereor.

EICIOTH:~ The Scuthwest Quartsr of the Southeast Quarter of Becticn Bl, Town-
ship 11 8, R. 3 West 8. P. B, & M. containing 34.8% seres, mors or 1leeE.

NINTH: The Boutheast Quarter of the Boutheast fuarter of Beatloa El:. Town-
ship 11 8. R. 3 Wast, 85, B, B. & M. Containing 54,30 sores; mors or lssa,.

TEATH:~ The Boriheast Quartsr of the Southesast OgQuarter of Beatiom El, Town-
ship 11 8. R. 3 West, 8. B. B. & M, Oootaining B5.40 sores, more or Leas.

AllL Beatloa lines, Beatilon Subdivisicaal lines, Sectlon Oorners and Guarier
Bsction Corners as sams ares monumantsd oo the ground and shown on Licsnssd Survey Map
#2371, Becords of Ban Diego County. Oalifornis.

IN VITNESS WHEEAROF, The said party of ths firat part has saussd its corporats
oamy =i seal to be affized by 1ts Tice-FPresldemt =oil Aating Sesretary thersuato, duly
sutorined this 19th day of Juns mimevssn hundred and Twanty-nims.

ORENE AMERTOAN LAND AND INVESTMENT OOMPANT
By Niok Funtslos,; Tios-Fresidsn®
By 1} Ecwtroulis. Asting Sesrestary.

On this EOth day of June im the year one thousand nise humdrsd asmd twenty-
nine A: D: efore me; Jamos A, Hodges, a Notary Fublieo in and for said Gounty of Los luiu-.

Figure 21 San Diego County Recorder. Grantor: Greek American Land and Investment Company. Grantee:
Nick Huntalas. Document No. 26492. Deed Book 1784. page 110- 113. 6/2/1930, 3 of 4.
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Stats of Gslirormie, Tesiding therein, duly ccamissianed and Swors: persdnally appsared
Ptll Xoutroulis. known %o me 10 de the Aoting Seevetary of Grsak American Land and Inveatment
Compary. the Corporation whioch axesuted the withinm and xed Instr t; and agkmowledged
to me that suwh Corporetion sysouted the sams,

IN WITHESS WHEREOF. I have hAereunto set my habd snd affimed my official ssal at Los
Angelea, in said County. the Asy and year in this certificats Tirst abowve written.

TR James A. Hodges,

- James Notary Public in amd for Lus Angelea County,

Hodges
‘. _/ State of Califorata.

My Commiassion Expires Jenuary 28, 1930.

BTATE OF UALIFORNIA,
QOUNTY OF SAR nm.i .

On this Blst day of November in the ysar ons thousand, nine hundred and 29, A. B,
befores me, ¥. B. Nysrs, a Mcotary Fubliec in @and for said Couaty, personslly aDpeared Niek
Euntales, knosn to me to be the Yiee Presidens, of the Corporation that exeoutsd the within
inssrumébt, knowl 40 me to be the perscas whao sxescuted the within instrumant on bshalr of
the Corpuretion within naxed, and acknowleséiged to ms thas such dorporeticn axescuted tha
-mme.

IN WITHNESS SHEAECF, 1 heve MMréusto et my hand aud affixed Ay official seal in said
County, the day and yeer ik this certificate firat above writtsn.

3 ¥, R. Myers»

w2y
' Be Ra g Nosayy Public in apd ror the Couaty or
3 . San Diege. BState of Oulifornis.
vy P

T My Commisaion Expires June 50, 1932,

Recorded at Regquest of Southers Title & Truat Co, Jun 2, 1930 at 9 o’eoloek A. M.
John H. Ferry. County Becorder
BE4OZ Few .00 By L. B. Woodard, Deputy

Pyl et

W EOUNT mECORDEF

O0( 000 -

Figure 22 San Diego County Recorder. Grantor: Greek American Land and Investment Company. Grantee: Nick
Huntalas. Document No. 26492. Deed Book 1784. page 110-113. 6/2/1930, 4 of 4.
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G. Greek American Land & Investment Company — Announcements

Figure 24 Los Angeles Herald, Articles of Incorporation, 11/1/1911, 7.

Figure 23 San Diego Union, Real Estate Transfers, 9/21/1920.
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G. Greek American Land & Investment Company — Announcements

GREEK AMERICAN:CO.i
" BUSY IMPROVING LANDS

One of. the lnrgest enterpnses of
the Vista dutnct is that of the Greek
Amierican Land anhd lnvestment Co.,
who dre the owners of several hun-
dred acres of fine land under the irri-
gatoin district. Much of this land has
already been put under a pressure
system of irrigation by the installa-
tion of a complete steel pipe pressureg
ilne and part of the land is at presnt
in winter vegetables.

There are 30 acres of tomatoes, 7
in bell peppers, and 15 each in peas
and string beans, making about 70
acres now planted, and 50 acres more
scon will be added by planting ni
the next few weeks to potatoes and
beans. This will make a tota lof 120
acres in vegetables by this company
alone.

Nickolas Huntales, the superinten-
dent, has quite a large force of men
working at present and the shipment
of tomatoes is just beginning to the
eastern markets... Mr. Huntales is an
experienced horticulturist and has
been in the gardening and vegetable

business for many years and has one
lof the best gardening developments
in the district.

This company has in all over 400
acres in the irrigation district and it
is the intention to sell part of this in
small tracts and reserve the balance
for their own use.

Figure 25 Vista Press, Greek American Company Busy
Improving Lands, 10/22/1926, 5:2.
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H. Nick and Bessie Huntalas—Vista, San Diego County Directory Listing, 1918

Figure 26 Vista, San Diego County, California Directory Listing, 1918. This is the first directory listing of the
Huntalas'.
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H. Nick Huntalas—World War I Registration Card

Figure 27 Nick Huntalas World War I Registration Card, 9/12/1918, 1 of 2.
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H. Nick Huntalas—World War I Registration Card, cont’d.

Figure 28 Nick Huntalas World War I Registration Card, 9/12/1918, 2 of 2.
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H. Nick Huntalas—World War II Registration Card

Figure 29 Nick Huntalas World War II Registration Card, 4/25/1942, 1 of 2.
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H. Nick Huntalas—World War II Registration Card

Figure 30 Nick Huntalas World War II Registration Card, 4/25/1942, 2 of 2.
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H. Nick and Bessie Huntalas—U.S. Census, 1930

Figure 31 U.S. Census, 1930 listing Huntalas family including Nick's brother and sister-in-law, Tom and Angelina
Huntalas.
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H. Nick and Bessie Huntalas—U.S. Census, 1940

Figure 32 U.S. Census, 1940 listing Huntalas family including Nick's brother and sister-in-law, Tom and Angelina
Huntalas and their children.
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Makes Blg Profits on
Vegetables at Vista!

Mr. Huntales, shown in the above photograph among his early
corn, believes VISTA soils and VISTA climate cannot be beat.
The sweet corn, which will be harveated from the 15th to 20th

. of next month (June), will average, according to Mr. Huntales,
about 20f {ugs per acre and will bring about $2 per Jug. The
cost of planting and labor will approxi:siate $35 per acre,
leaving a handsome profit for his SIX months’ crop.

- Before planting this corn Mr. Huntales ralsed winter tomatoes on the
same ground which produced an income of approximately $300 per acre.
I-'o!lmvlnz the barvesting of the corn mext month the loond will again be

ted to wioter tomatoes.

Almost $1000 Income Per Acre
in Twelve Months’ Time

Angd that's only one source of in
Irﬂzntel tertlle ngrlcul:uml district.
ERRIES BULBS nre belng grown at V

me from the fands in this great

neo!
oua_;lfl:s LEMONS, A\O(‘.‘ADOS

ully o

15 nd
- A.nd 1t In dnubtml if a more ideal location can be found nns‘whela for

l‘llh‘.\‘ POCLT.

Vista La.nds,‘ now sell-
ing as low as 3450 acre,
should be doubled in

value in few years.

Cllmate, water and soll, together
with ERAPID development, are
making thisa one of the most de-
salrable districts for making money
In all Southern California. VISTA
i{s, andoubtedly. the fastest grow-
In: community within o radius of
200 miles of Los Angeles. Mors
than 1000 acres obow planted to
vegetables;  hundreds of scres
pinoted to Avocadoa nand cltrus;
larke acrenge svill be planted ta
bulbs and rhuoborb; many tew
bomes coustructed and others in

course of buollding. All improve-
ments are substantial and clearly
indicate a great foture for the
district.

Edvin G. Hart, Inc., ploneer de-
volopers of the \-inlu Irrigation
District. will sell you 2, 5. 10 or
more acres of this wonderful solt
ou terms of 20% cash Aand the re-
mnlnder over & perlod of 5 or 8
yonrs. They wiil -dvlu sou what
to plant and how and when. llnw
to moke the most money fro
your land. I desired they wlll
plant it to Avocndon, ears for the
grove and harvest ll:e frult for an
indeflnite perlfod at the minimum
of cost te you. A stal® of expert

borticultorists s malntnined for
thla purpose—men who have hard
long years experience in avocado
and cltrus culture.

Cet the facls. FREE literature ftells you
all about this great district and other in-

lcrc.slmg infor

No obligali Just

fill in and mail -the cur.rparr

Epwin G

. HA'RT-, Inc.

724 Van Nuys Building, Los Angeles
Tel. TRinity 4521

Figure 35 Nick Huntalas pictured promoting Vista
agricultural land, Los Angeles Times 5/31/1927, A:13.

*Date: July 12,2016 M Continuation O Update

HOPE TO GET BOUNDARY
' LINES SETTLED SOON

Development is beilng retarded
and land sales interferred with in
the district of the Edgehill ranch
and the Huntalas lands, hut ac-
cording to Nick Huntalas, one of
the Interested land owners, it is
hoped to have the matter of boun-
daries settled -soon. Resurveys
have bten made by competent en-
gineers and if various pariies who
are affected by the change of lines
will agree it will be unnecessary to
take the matter into court.

In some instances buyers of land
have found a portion of it claimed
by a neighbor, or a county reoad or
a fence runs a cross a portion of
their land. i

Figure 33 Vista Press, Hope to Get Boundary Lines Settled
Soomn, 3/23/1928, 2.

Many Acres Planted
To Vegetables

Large plantings of vegetables
are being made constantly. on the
rich lands of Nick Huntalas. Last
fall 9000 lugs of tomatoes were
harvested from 13 acres, Blight
did far less damage there than in
other localities, it is said.

At present the following plant-
ings are in:

Potatoes, British Queen, 10 acres.

Squash, 6 acres,

Cucumbers, 3 acres,

Sweet corn, 10 acres.

Watermelons, 2 acres,.

In addition to this, there are 60
acres leased to gardeners that is
planted to a variety of vegetables,

Figure 34 Vista Press, Many Acres Planted to
Vegtables 3/23/1928, 7.
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H. Nick and Bessie Huntalas — Articles

Vegetable Growers
Need Protection

Nick Huntalas, prominent Vista
farmer, has returned from an ex-
tensive trip to the northern part of

the state, accompanied by his fam-

ily, They visited along the coast
and in San Francisco, Oakland and
Stockton. Mr. Huntalas states that
vegetables grown here are larger
than those in the northern SQCUOIH
and that the plants appear to he
more thrifty. -

He states that prices this season
havo been very unsatisfactory, and
attributes one of the reasons for
the low prices to be the competi-
tion of Mexican vegetable growers.
It is his conviction, along with
other vegetable growers here, that
a protective duty should be placead
on the importation of vegetables
from Mexico. Otherwise the Amer-
ican grower caunot succeed in the
business, declares Mr. Huntalas.

Figure 36 Vista Press, Vegtable Growers Need
Protection, 6/1/1928, 1.

Figure 38 Vista Press, Impressions, 8/8/1929, 1:1.

"Mr. Morris is passing out invita
tations to the first of a series of
Buena improvement meetings. He
says . the jdea came to him last
spring when he was unablé to di-
rect people to his ranch, where he
advertised strawberries for the
picking. _ :

Name your ranch and get the
Vista sign painter to make you a
sign.

Figure 37 Vista Press, Name Your Ranch, 8/8/1929, 2.
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Nick Huntalas, Farmer, Dies At 98

Nick Huntalas, a well-known North County farmer for

69 years who helped found the Vista Irrigation District,
died Thursday at his Vista ranch home. He was 98.
* Services will be held at 11 a.m. today at Allen Brothers
Mortuary Chapel in Vista. Entombment will be in Eternal
Hills Memorial Park. The family suggested donations to
St. Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church of San Diego.

Mr. Huntalas was born in Kadilla, Greece, and came to
California in 1902. Until 1911, Mr. Huntalas worked for the
Southern Pacific Railroad in the Bakersfield area and
rose to be section foreman.

He then moved to Vista, bought 420 acres, and began
farming, concentrating on avecado and citrus production.
In 1930 he and a few other farmers joined in the forma-
tion of the water district.

Mr. Huntalas also was one of the initial stockholders of
the First National Bank of Vista. He was a charter mem-
ber of the Vista Grange, a member of St. Spyridon church,
and the Greek Club of San Diego.

Mr. Huntalas and his wife were honored for their pio-
neer contributions to Vista in 1976 when Mayor Lloyd
Tracy proclaimed Sept. 2 to be “Nick and Bessie Huntalas
Day.” On that day the couple celebrated their 60th wed-
ding anniversary.

Survivors include his wife; two sons, including Theodore
of Vista; one daughter; six grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren.

A rosary will be said at 8:30 a.m. Monday at
trick’s Catholic Church, followed by funer.
ial will be at Holy Cross Ce

Mrs. Fanning, a nativ
Culver United i
and :

is, was a member of the
ar Veterans Auxiliary Post 94,
er of St. Francis.

are no local survivors.

Figure 39 San Diego Union, Nick Huntalas, Farmer, Dies at 98, 10/25/1980.

O Update
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H. Nick and Bessie Huntalas — Articles

Bessie Huntalas, 95, dies came to Vista as bride in '16

When Bessie Huntalas came here on her honeymoon in 1916, there were only a few scattered families
in the entire community. In fact, both the town and the stranger she had met only three days before
marrying him were so little-known to her brother-in-law that he made the bridegroom, Nicholas
Huntalas, sign an agreement to give his wife a specified amount of money if the marriage failed. There
was no need for the contract. The Huntalases had been married 64 years by the time of Nicholas' death
in 1980 at the age of 98. Bessie Huntalas, 95, died Saturday in a local hospital.

Her son, Theodore, also of Vista, said she had been in failing health for the past several months.

But, he said, she had been a dynamo in her younger days, donning slacks and bandanna to climb
avocado trees on the family estate and knock the fruit to the ground. Her daughter, Annie Drakos of
San Marcos, recalls how Mrs. Huntalas used a shotgun to scare off rabbits who had been eating her
prized vegetables. The Huntalases began by raising vegetables on the 420-acre spread Nicholas had
bought in 1911 when he and several partners formed the Greek American Land Co. At the time, the
Greek-born Huntalas, who came to the United States in 1902, was foreman of a railroad crew in
Bakersfield. In 1916, he decided to go back to Greece for a wife and to move to his Vista land.

A cousin, Despo, had been writing him about her roommate in New Jersey, a Greek girl named Bessie
Papsino, and he stopped off to meet her on his way to the old country. He never went any farther. They
were married three days later. The family still calls Despo the matchmaker.

When Mrs. Huntalas arrived in Vista 76 years ago, her son said, the farm had no electricity and the only
water came from a well on the property, dubbed Rancho Minerva for the goddess. The closest
neighbors, the Delpys, lived two miles away -- and a shopping trip to Escondido and back by buggy
took the entire day. The local school needed five children to stay open, so the Huntalases' oldest son,
William, was enrolled before he was the proper age. Huntalas built a wooden farmhouse and grew grain
and vegetables. But a steady water supply was needed, so he helped form the Vista Irrigation District in
1924 and then turned to citrus farming, planting thousands of trees and helping the University of
California Extension develop the tangelo and study root rot.

In 1933, he built for his wife a beautiful new home of thick adobe brick. The Spanish-style house with
the Rancho Minerva sign at the entry on Foothill Avenue has become a Vista landmark and site of local
home tours. On their 60th wedding anniversary in 1976, Vista Mayor Lloyd Tracy declared "Nick and
Bessie Huntalas Day" throughout the community to honor the pioneer couple.

Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. today in the chapel at Eternal Hills Cemetery, Oceanside. Besides
her daughter and two sons, Mrs. Huntalas is survived by six grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

Figure 40 San Diego Union, Bessie Huntalas, 95, dies came to Vista as bride in '16 1/16/1992.
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I. Builder, John E. Deardorff —Adobe Wall Construction Patent

Oct 2, 1928 1,686
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Figure 41 John Deardorff, Adobe Wall Construction, United States Patent 1,686,228, 10/23/1928, 1 of 3.
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I. Builder, John E. Deardorff —Adobe Wall Construction Patent

Patented Oct. 2, 1928.

1,686,228

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN E. DEARDOREF, OF VISTA, CALIFORNIA.-

 ADOBE WALL CONSTRUCTION.

Application filed Noverber 23, 1926. Serial No. 150,173,

This invention relates to an adobe wall con-
struction. The general object of the inven-

- tion is to produce a wall construction of this

10

15

20

character in which the bricks can be readily
laid in courses, and in which the bricks in the
wall will be bonded together so as to produce
arigid and strong wall; also to provide a con-

-struetion for the wall which will operate to

hold stucco or plastering securely on the wall
and also which will facilitate the laying of
the bricks against the side of -a door frame,
so as to enable them to hold the door frame
securely in the wall, ] e

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a construction for such a.wall which will

enable the adjacent bricks of a.course to be-

bonded together and at the same time laid so

that they present an end space between the

bricks which can receive stucco when applied
to the face of the wall.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
duce. an adobe ‘brick having a special ‘con-

-.struction facilitating its being bonded when

25

laid into a wall, and facilitating the applica--

tion and securing of stucco and mortar to the
exposed. faces of the brick. -
Further objects of the invention will ap-

~pear hereinafter.

30

35

40

- 45

50
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The: invention consists in the novel parts

and combination of parts to be described

hereinafter, all of which contribute to pro-
duce an efficient adobe wall ‘construction.

A preferred embodiment of the invention
is described in the following specification,
while the broad scope of the invention is
pointed out in the appended elaims.

Figure 1is a side elevation of an adobe wall
construction embodying my invention, bro-
ken away and illustrating a part of a door
frame; this view shows a part of the wall in
elevation and a part of the wall in section, as
though the stucco had been removed, the re-

mainder of the wall being shown in vertical

section passing through the bodies of the
bricks. . ;

Figure 2 is a vertical section through the
wall taken about on the line 22 of Fig. 1.

Figure 3 is a horizontal section through the
wall, taken about on the level of the line 3—3
and passing completely through the opposite
sides of the door frame so as to show portions
of the wall contiguous to the door frame at
each side, _

Figure 4 is a perspective of one of the adobe
bricks.

In practicing the invention, I prefer to

form adobe bricks of a thicknevss to corre-
spohd with the desired thickness of the wall,

‘that is to say, the wall has a thickness the

width of the brick. The brick preferably has
a length equal to twice the thickness of the
wall, for example, in a twelve-inch wall I
employ an adobe brick of two feet in length.

- In Figure 4 I illustrate the preferred form
of the adobe brick. TIn this view, 1 repre-.
sents the brick and 2 represents .aligning
notches which are formed in the end faces of

a0

65

the brick. The end faces are plane, and :

simply abut against each other. "Embedded

in the brick; I provide a wire mesh or gauze.

8 which is in the form of a sheet; located in a
plane substantially parallel with the plane of
the large faces of the brick. This sheet is
preferably in the middle plane of the brick,
extends across the notches and projects be-
yond the side edges 4 of the brick at each side.

70

The notches 2 extend completely through the .

brick. ‘
In laying the brick to form a wall 5 (see.
Fig. 1), the bricks are laid-in courses 6, one

80,

upon the other, in the usual way in laying -

bricks, but I do not provide any mortar be- = .

tween the adjacent end faces 7 of the bricks
(see Fig, 3). However, the bricks are laid in
mortar 8 between the horizontal :courses.
Furthermore, the bricks are laid so that the

spect to each other. - As each course of bricks

-is laid, T bond the adjacent brickstogether at

their ends by placing a filler 9 of mud or
similar material into the aligning notches

(see Fig.8). The filler embedsthe wire mesh - -

-two adjacent courses “break joints” with re- _

90

whichi - crosses these notches, and securely

bonds the bricks together. Tt prevents any".

relative lateral movement of the bricks.
Hence the ends of the bricks may be made
plane and devoid of any projections.

T .employ the projecting portions of the

wire mesh to produce the effect of laths for

assisting in securing stuceo 10 on the outer
face of the wall and plaster 11 on the inner
face. TFig. 2 illustrates the manner in which
these projecting portions of the gauze sheet
3 are utilized in this respect.
bend these projecting portions downwardly,
as indicated, and in such a way that when
the plaster or stucco is applied, the mesh is
embeilded in the sime and operates as lath
to hold the stuceo and plaster on the face of
the wall. By reason of the end spaces T be-

tween the end faces of the brick in each

course, a space is provided into which the

I prefer to -
105

100

110

O Update

Figure 42 John Deardorff, Adobe Wall Construction, United States Patent 1,686,228, 10/23/1928, 2 of 3.
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RN EG

10

“(sae Fig. 8).’

13

~ _ notches so as to enable them to be Iaid snu aly

stucco and plnstcl protlude, as indicated at
12 in Fig. 3." These spaces of course only ex-
tend thronUh the height of each course, so

that these spaces also assist- materially. -in-

securing the stucco and plaster on the face of
the wall. They effectively prevent::lateral

‘shifting of the stucco and cooperate with the

wire mesh to hold the stucco and plaster very
securely on the face of the wall.

Where'it is nécessir ¥ tobuiild a dodr fr: (nno,
suchas the-doot frame 13, in the w all, T pro-
vide the door frame’ w1f]\ a vertical CIO'Lf T4

which WJll enable it to ‘it in the notches 2.
The bricks which are hld,arrm,nst_thm door
frame will have the wire gaunze cut out of the

“against the door frame, as indicated.

20

It is ‘understood that the embodlmént of

the invention described herein is only one of

the many embodiments this invention may

take, and T do not wish to e limited in’ the

“practice of the invention, nor in the ‘claims,

25

_of a plurality of bricks laid in conrses, said -
"bricks having' aligning notches e\_tendlm

—"plane of the large side faces of the brick. ex- -

45

to the particular, embodiment set for th
What I claim is:—
1. In a wall conc;tructlon the combination

completely thmu"h the bricks ‘at their ad]a-
cent ends, and havma wire mesh sheet em-
bedded in a Subqtzmtmlly horizontal plane in
the bricks substantially parallel with the

tending across the said notches, and a filler
of bondmtv material received in the aligning
notches to bond the adjacent bricks ton’ether

2. In an adobé wall construction, the com-

“bination of a plurality of bricks laid in courses

end to end and having alioning notches on
their adjacent end faces, said bricks having
wire mesh in: the form of hovizontal sheets
embedded ‘thérein  ‘extending ncross the
notches and having edges pro]ectmﬂ' beyond
the side face of the wnll a bonding filter re-
ceived in' the abutting recesses, and stucco
covering the face of the wall and embedding

_the projecting edges of the wire mesh:
3. In'an a,dobe wall construction; the com-

This cleat h'ls a cross section

1,686,228 i B pathd e et

bination. of a p]uzahh of b1 icks: laid in
courses, the ad]acent ends of the br icks of
each course having aligning notches in their
adjacent ends,: w_il‘a. :nm,sh in the form of
horizontal sheets embeadded in the bricks and
extending across the notches, a filler of bond-
ing material received in the notches and em-
bedding the wire meshiin the notches to bond
the adjacent bricks of a course together, the
end faces of adjacent bricksin a courfe being

disposed slightly apart to- form end spaces”
between the br icks, 'said’ wire mesh having

50

55 -

edges pr ojecting bevond the side face of the

W 111, and st1 ceo covering the svall, eml.eddmw"
the projecting wire mesh and protruding 1nt0 i

the said end spaces between the bricks,

4. In an adobe wall construetion, the com-_ ;

bination of a plurality of bricks laid “in -

courses and having'notches'in their adjacent™ *

end faces, the br 1cks of each course being dis-
posed slightly apart so as to form an end
space between the ends of adjacent bricks,
said bricks having wire gauze in the form of
substantially houmntal sheets embedded
therein and having edges projecting beyond

the faces of the bricks on each side of the wall,.
“said wire gauze also extending across the q‘ud:
notchus fillers of" bondmcr matelnl received

in the smd notches and bondmrr together ad-
jacent bricks of each course, stur'co on the
outer face of the wall einbedding the project-
ing edges of the wire ganze and extending

info- the said end spaces, and plaster on the

inner face of the wall embedding the project-

ing wire gauze and e‘itendmo- mto the said

end spaces.
5. An:adobe brick -having mnotches in its
ends’ oxtendmfr completely tthlo'h the birick

70

75

80

and having wire gauze embedded in the same *

and ex tendmw across the eaid notehes.

6. An adobe brick having notches in itsend

faces extending completelv through the brick
and having wire gauze embedded in the body
of the brick and with the gauze extending
beyond the side edges of the brick.

Signed this 6th day of November, 1926.

JOHN E. DEARDORFF.

O Update

Figure 43 John Deardorff, Adobe Wall Construction, United States Patent 1,686,228, 10/23/1928, 3 of 3.
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I. Builder, John E. Deardorff—U.S. Census 1940

Figure 44 U. S. Census, 1940, John Deardorff, Lines 10-13.
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State of California — The Resources Agency Ser. No — -
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HABS HAER Loc ) q;“_ No NR Status
Ut™M: A Cc
HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY B D

IDENTIFICATION Y- 04

1.
2. Historic name:

3. Street or rural address:

Common name:

Rancho Minerva

Rancho Minerva

2317 Foothill Dr.

Vista Zip 92083 County San Diego
178-130-57 )
4. Parcel b
5. Present Owner: Huntalas, Bessie Papsino Address: 2317 Foothill Dr.
Vista Zip 92083 Ownership is: Public Private __*
Residential Residential
6. Present Use: Original use:
DESCRIPTION
7a. Architectural style:  French Colonial Revival

7b. Briefly describe the present physical appearance of the site ‘irt’gmft'uﬁ and de: T;‘ dmly uraijor' 1‘{'}:‘?&“ from it

i ST an ga
uflglmlrsogfithngn..nd canales at the facade gable end. TE! vall sheathing is

One and two story house v Ss810n tile
stucco finish as is the right side, exterior chimney. The second
atory extends vertical to the main portion. Roof lines do not weet.
There is a single story shed roofed addition to the right. Windowvs
are multi-paned fixed, and central double hung vith arch at the
facade. Hrought iron railings extend across the lower portion of the
vindove vhich are located at either side of the entry. Other wvindovs
are metal casement. The entiry is central, located under a shed roof
porch. A concrete valkvay leads to the arched porch. The entry door
is original of wood gln. . Yegetation is lush with mature plantings.
The house sets slightly back Irom the street on a large corner lo

vith formal front garden in pristine condition.

Construction date: 1931-1932

Estimated Factual

. Unknown
Architect

Unknown

Approx. property size (in feet)

or approx. acreage

Date(s) of enclosed photograph (s)
4/87

Frontage _30 1I?"enéh 80 "

Figure 45 City of Vista, Historic Resource Survey Vista, California, Marben-Laird Associates, 1987, 21.
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J. Previous Historical Resource Survey Forms, 1987

13.

14,

18

16.

17.

18.

Condition: Excellent _X_Good Fair Deteriorated No longer in existence

Alterations: ¢ ddjtion (sensitive)

i X
Surroundings: (Check more than one if necessary) Open land ____ Scattered buildings Densely built-up

Residential _X _ Industrial Commercial Orther:

Threats to site: None known X_Privﬂe development Zoning Vandalism

Public Works project Other:

—

Is the structure:  On its original site? X Moved? _____ Unknown?

Related features: Citrus and avocado groves adjacent to house, begun in 1909,
detached §-ﬁg—rnrg“sm-rnr

SIGNIFICANCE

19.

20.

21.

22,

Briefly state historical and/or architectura) i nce {i i i i
¥ state histor i) and ot o ey P e {iDC RS Oty £LAM s £04 BEPY P RE ALt e site)

arrived in Vista in 1909, and persued a career as surveyor and
supervisor for the construction of several railroads. In 1911,
Huntalas purchased 420 acres of land and established the Rancho
Minerva, named after the Greek goddess of Wisdom. On September 3,
1916, Nick Huntalas married Bessie Papsino, in Nev Jersey and upon
returning to the ranch, built a farmwhouse in vhich the family lived
until 1931. The house vas later moved across the street and
eventually torn dovn. The current Huntalas home vas built betveen
1931 and {932. It vas constructed of dirt excavated from the
basement. The dirt vas made into adobe brick, vhich vas sundried,
then covered vith chicken vire and stuccoed. The home as vell as
the garage vere constructed in this manner. Rancho Minerva began as
a cattle ranch, and remained a dry land farm until 1927, when
Huntalas played a major role in establishing the VYista Irriﬂation
District, vhich brought vater to the dry land. After 1927, Huntalas
began his orchards, Blanting 3,500 orange, lemon and avocado trees.
By 1960, nearly 5,000 trees vere in production. Portions of Rancho
Minerva have been sold off over the years, though many of the
crop remain. The ranch nov comprises 125 acres. Throughout his life,
Nick Huntalas was active in many organizations. He vorked in the
development of "tangelos," vas a lile and charter member of the
Vista Grange; a founder of the Pan Arcadian Society, one of the
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	Bessie Huntalas, 95, dies came to Vista as bride in '16

