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 *Resource Name or #: 2317 Old Foothill Drive, Vista, CA 92084 
 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P1. Other Identifier: 2317 Foothill Drive, Vista, CA 92084 
*P2. Location:  Not for Publication   Unrestricted *a. County: San Diego  
  *b. USGS 7.5' Quad: San Marcos    Date: 2015 T11S R3W  of  Sec 21; M.D. B.M. San Bernardino 
 c. Address: 2317 Old Foothill Drive City: Vista Zip: 92084 
 d. Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (enter coordinates to 6 decimal places); Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
  Latitude: 33.204290 Longitude: -117.204300 
 e. Other Locational Data: Legal Description: APN: 178-130-94-00; Parcel C, in the City of Vista, County of San Diego, 

State of California, According to Parcel Map thereof No. 20585, Recorded October 8, 2008 as Document No. 2008-
0529337, Office of the County Recorder. 

 
*P3a. Description:  
2317 Old Foothill Drive is a multi-story modern adobe residence over basement built in a vernacular version of the 
Spanish Colonial Revival style in 1933-34 by builder, John E. Deardorff.  The 1.61 acre lot is located on the northeast 
corner of Old Foothill Drive, Foothill Drive, and San Clemente Avenue in Vista, San Diego County, California.  The 
house, set back approximately 30 feet from Old Foothill Drive, is designed in a modified T-plan with a symmetrical 
main entrance located at the east elevation. The front portion of the house is one-and-one-half-stories with a primary 
roof consisting of a low-pitched front gable-end with terra cotta tiles and three ventilation canales and a one-story terra 
cotta tiled shed roof porch. The north elevation holds an exterior dominant chimney placed on the side-gable tiled 
roof. The rear portion of the house is two stories with a side-gable roof finished with terra cotta tiles and ventilation 
canales at the gable ends. The overall exterior finish is smooth textured stucco over adobe brick manufactured on site in 
1933-34. (Continued on page 3) 
 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP15. Educational Building (Museum); Cont'd B.11  
*P4. Resources Present: Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.) 
 

 
P5b. Description of Photo:  
East (front) Elevation; ¾ view facing 
NW, Mar-2016 
 

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: Historic  
Prehistoric Both 
1933-34; On-site stamp "1933" 
 

*P7. Owner and Address:  
City of Vista 
200 Civic Center Drive 
Vista, CA 92084 
 

*P8. Recorded by: (Name, affiliation, 
and address)  
Vonn Marie May & Nicole J. Purvis  
1941 Fairlee Drive 
Encinitas, CA 92024 
 

*P9. Date Recorded: July 12, 2016  
 

*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)  
California Register Nomination 
 

*P11. Report Citation: Vonn Marie May & Nicole J. Purvis, 2016, Rancho Minerva, 2317 Old Foothill Drive, Vista, CA 92084, California 
Register of Historical Resources Nomination, Prepared for Vista Historical Society & Museum. 

 
*Attachments: NONE Location Map Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record District Record Linear Feature Record Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record Photograph Record  Other (List) Supplemental Information 

P5a. Photo or Drawing (Photo required for buildings, structures, and objects.) 
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DPR 523 (1/95) *Required information 

B1. Historic Name: Rancho Minerva 
B2. Common Name: Vista Historical Society & Museum  
B3. Original Use: Single Family Residence B4. Present Use: Historical Society & Museum  

*B5. Architectural Style: Modern Adobe—Spanish Colonial Revival 
*B6. Construction History:  
John E. Deardorff built the adobe residence and detached adobe garage in 1933-34 using his patented adobe wall 
construction system.1 Shortly thereafter, in the early 1940s, members of the family constructed a tiered flower planter 
and fountain between the house and garage. Circa 1950, a 50 square foot one-story addition was erected at the 
southwest corner of the house to accommodate a new kitchen. The original kitchen, located on the northwest corner of 
the house, was converted into a TV room. In 2010, the original detached adobe guest room was adapted into visitor 
restrooms, an ADA ramp was added to the north side of the house, and an approximately 1,440 square feet research 
center was added to the rear west end of the property. Ancillary structures and hardscape features were also added to 
the property in 2010, and include a trash receptacle enclosure at the west end of the driveway, a contemporary wood 
pergola and a concrete walkway on the north side of the house, a patio on the west side of the house, and an asphalt 
driveway and parking area on the south side of the house. 
*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: Adobe garage; adobe guest room (visitor restrooms); flower planter and fountain. 

 
B9a. Architect: none b. Builder: John E. Deardorff 

*B10. Significance: Theme: Greek American Experience; Agricultural Development; Architecture   Area: Vista, CA 
Period of Significance: 1918-1956 Property Type: Residential       Applicable Criteria: Cal Reg. 1 & 3 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)  

2317 Old Foothill Drive is a locally significant historical resource under the contextual overview of the local Greek 
American experience and Vista's agricultural development history. The property is eligible under Criterion 1 for its 
association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local history, and Criterion 3 
as a resource that embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type and method of adobe construction. The period of 
significance begins in 1918 when Nick and Bessie Huntalas permanently moved to Vista, California and began farming 
land under the auspice of the Greek American Land & Investment Company, and ends in 1956 when the Huntalases 
officially register the name "Rancho Minerva" with the California Secretary of State, thereby marking their legacy. 
(Cont'd page 4) 
 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: HP36. Ethnic Minority Property 
(Greek); HP44. Adobe Building/Structure 
 

*B12. References: Huntalas, Ted. The History of Rancho Minerva   
 1911-2007. Vista, California: Blub, 2007; Vista Press. Various  
 Articles, 1926-1954; San Diego County Directories.  
 

B13. Remarks: Previously surveyed in Marben-Laird Associates, 
Historic Resource Survey Vista, California, 1987 (V-04).  
 

*B14. Evaluator: Vonn Marie May & Nicole J. Purvis 
  

*Date of Evaluation: May 2016 

 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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DPR 523 (1/95) *Required information 

*P3a. Description: (Continued from page 1) 
East (Main) Elevation 
The east (front) elevation is symmetrical with a centralized one-story front entry porch. The porch has a low-pitched 
shed roof covered in terra cotta tiles and features a broad segmental arched opening that provides access to the 
original wood plank front door. Both north and south walls of the porch flank the entry with smaller arched openings. 
Two sets of tripartite windows on the front elevation are set within broad segmental arched openings and have low-
lying non-decorative metal railing. These focal windows consist of multi-light wood casements around a central fixed 
eight-over-one window. A central concrete walkway from Old Foothill Drive leads to two painted and scored concrete 
porch steps. A stepping stone path traverses the front of the house and accesses the building’s north side as well as the 
northern portion of the property. The front garden retains historic rows of graceful queen palms, syagrus romanzoffiana, 
a native of South America.  Expansive turf panels and property hedges continue the historic formality of the front 
landscape. 
 
South Elevation  
The south elevation of the house is located adjacent to an asphalt driveway and visitor parking area. The one-story 
front portion of the house has an asymmetrical façade with two recessed six-over-one double hung wood sash 
windows, one three-over-one casement window, and a basement hopper window. Circa 1950, the original kitchen 
located at the northwest corner was adapted into a TV room, and an approximately 50 square foot addition was 
constructed at the southwest corner of the house to accommodate a new kitchen. The one-story wood framed addition 
features a low-pitched shed roof covered in terra cotta tiles. A shallow wood framed bay window with non-decorative 
wood brackets is included on the addition's south elevation. The exposed two-story portion of the adobe residence 
features a six-over-one wood sash double hung window on the southeast section and a one-over-one wood sash 
double hung window on the southwest section of the façade.  
 
North Elevation 
The front portion of the north elevation features a stucco-clad exterior dominant chimney. The chimney is flanked by 
six-over-one wood sash double hung windows on each side. A secondary entrance comprised of a multi-light door 
and sidelights are set within a broad segmental arched doorway accessed by three curved concrete steps. In 2010, an 
ADA ramp was constructed over the steps, spanning along the north façade in an east-west orientation. The second-
story portion of the house has an asymmetrical fenestration featuring a set of segmental arched French doors with 
metal balconet set within a broad segmental arched opening. Slightly off-centered and below the French doors, is a 
pair of small six-over-one wood sash double hung windows. At ground level at the northwest section of the façade is a 
basement hopper window.  
 
West (rear) Elevation 
The west elevation is asymmetrical and two-story in form with a projecting central section of the façade. Circa 1950, a 
one-story addition, approximately 50 square feet, was constructed on the southwest corner of the house. On the 
northwest section of the façade is a one-story shed roof porch. The second story portion of the west elevation features 
various sized six-over-one double hung wood sash windows. Fenestration on the first level on the northwest section 
includes a utilitarian wood door with quarter-light and a six-over-one double hung window. The porch is accessed by 
three curved concrete steps that lead to the scored concrete landing with non-decorative metal handrails.  
 
The central projecting section of the façade consists of a wood utility door that accesses the basement and one fixed 
wood sash window. Early and contemporary utility boxes and meters are located between the door and window. A set 
of three sliding wood sash windows comprised of single lights is located on the southwest corner of the two-story 
portion of the façade. At this corner junction, is the north wall of the circa 1950 one-story addition, which is  
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*P3a. Description—Continued  
covered by a terra cotta tiled gable roof.  A half-light and wood utilitarian door is accessed by five concrete steps, and 
is covered by the rake of the gable. The windows on the south wall of the addition consist of two small sliding 
aluminum windows with wood trim and sill. A louvered ventilation grille is located above the windows at the gable 
end. The rear courtyard features a stucco flower planter and fountain built in the early 1940s by members of the family. 
 
Detached Adobe Garage  
The adobe garage, built in 1933-34, is located behind the house next to the flower planter. The two-car garage is 
accessed on the south. It features a terra cotta tiled front facing gable roof with a low-pitch and no overhangs. The 
wood garage doors were replaced in 2010. The east elevation, adjacent to the flower planter, has no windows or doors. 
The north elevation has one utilitarian door and one wood sash double hung window, and is located approximately 
four feet from the visitor restrooms, which was adapted from the original adobe guest room in 2010. The garage's west 
elevation has no windows and doors. The adobe garage is a contributing resource to 2317 Old Foothill Drive.  
 
Flower Planter & Ancillary Buildings 
Built in the early 1940s, the flower planter is comprised of two tiered concentric boat-shaped stucco garden walls and a 
stone fountain in the center. It is located between the house and adobe garage on the southwest section of the rear 
courtyard and is a contributing resource to 2317 Old Foothill Drive. 
 
Next to the adobe garage is the visitor restrooms. Originally constructed in 1933-34, the adobe building was used as a 
guest room.2 It is one-story with a side-gable terra cotta tile roof. The exterior is finished in smooth stucco. The east 
elevation, historically the main entrance, features an off-centered front door flanked by one-over-one wood sash 
double hung windows. The north elevation features one door at the northwest corner and window on the northeast 
corner. Windows on the west (rear) elevation consist of two one-over-one wood sash double hung windows. The south 
elevation, closed off from the parking lot by a wood partition, has one wood panel utilitarian door and one one-over-
one wood sash double hung window. This ancillary building is a contributing resource to 2317 Old Foothill Drive. 
 
In 2010, a 1,440 square foot research center was constructed at the northwest rear section of the property. The research 
center is one-and-one-half-story with a low-pitched gable roof clad in terra cotta tiles. A contemporary pergola and 
trash receptacle enclosure was also erected in 2010. The pergola is adjacent the house at the northwest corner, and the 
trash receptacle enclosure is located at the west end of the driveway. The building and structures are wood frame, non-
contributing resources, although they maintain visual consistency with the adobe buildings. 
 
*B10. Significance: (Continued from page 2) 
 
Criterion 1 
The Greek American Experience 
Nick and Bessie Huntalas founded Rancho Minerva, located in the Buena Vista Valley district slightly east of the early 
town site of Vista, California, in 1918.3 Nick Huntalas immigrated to the U.S. in 1902 during the first phase of mass 
European migration between 1900 and 1920. During the earliest phase between 1900 and 1910 an estimated 167,500 
Greeks entered the U.S. and in the later phase between 1910 and 1920, another 184,000 Greeks entered the U.S.4 Nick 
arrived at Ellis Island, New York at the age of 20 years old.5 He was born in the village of Kadilla near Tripoli, Greece 
where he worked as a sheepherder.6 Looking for a life of economic prosperity, he traveled west to California after brief 
stints in the Greek Colonies of New York and Chicago. In California Nick found work with the Greek railroad gang as 
a laborer on the Southern Pacific Railroad.7 In 1906, Nick was in Bakersfield, Kern County, California, when his 
brother Tom Huntalas joined him upon arriving at Ellis Island.8 Nick advanced, becoming track inspector of a Greek 
gang who 
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*B10. Significance—Continued  
laid track between Bakersfield and Fresno, California.9 By 1912, as reported in the Fresno Morning Republic, he was 
section foreman of various Greek railroad gangs comprised of 30 to 40 men.10  
 
During the mass European migration of the early twentieth century, immigrants labored together forming labor gangs 
consisting of men from the same ethnic background. In the textile mills and shoe factories of the Northeast, and the 
mines and railroads of the West, men lived, worked, and socialized together having little interaction with other labor 
gangs.11 The labor gangs consisted of men from Bulgaria, Croatia, Italy, Ireland, and African Americans among 
others.12 By 1912, 10,000 Greek men were working in California railroads.13 In the railroad gangs, the men were treated 
as separate racial units, who lived and worked in separate groups.14 Living quarters for the laborers of the Greek 
railroad gangs consisted of freight cars fitted with 8-10 bunks and a table in the center used for card playing.15  
Separate cars were used as a kitchen and dining area and in some locations, the cook built hillside ovens.16 As a section 
foreman, Nick had separate living quarters with a bed, desk, table, and phonograph.17 In the West, Greek Colonies 
formed around railroad and mining towns and in Fresno, California, the Colony consisted of approximately 600 
Greeks, mostly males. Beyond small farms and a few ranches, the Fresno Greek Colony consisted of boarding houses, 
three cafes, and several coffee clubs that became the center of the men's socio-political activity.18  
 
Males typified the first phase of Greek migration whose purpose was to secure finances, save money, and return to 
Greece permanently or return to the U.S. with a Greek bride. The Greeks, bounded by the virtue of philotimo—a 
concept connoting "values of self-esteem, dignity and obligation," saved and sent money home to support their family 
and establish a Prika—dowry for their daughters or sisters if they were to marry.19 The philotimo, "love of honor" or 
"friend of honor" rang true when many of the youngest Greek men returned to Greece to fight in the Balkan War of 
1912.20 In Fresno, the Greek Colony was reduced by one-third, yet the 28 year old, Nick Huntalas remained as section 
gang foreman. He held this position until 1917, saving and investing in his and his friends’ recently formed Greek 
American Land & Investment Company.21  
 
Articles of Incorporation were filed in Los Angeles, California on November 1, 1911 to establish the Greek American 
Land & Investment Company by George Kostelenos, president, Nick Huntalos, vice-president, Gus Koutroulis, 
secretary, James Pudos, E. V. Reed, C. N. Myrick and Peter Thompson.22  The men, colleagues and associates from the 
Southern Pacific Railroad, San Joaquin Division had a capital stock of $100,000.23 Over the course of ten years, under 
the auspice of the company and under the individual officers, speculative agricultural lands in Riverside and San 
Diego Counties in Southern California were acquired.24 Agricultural land speculation in San Diego County that 
involved Nick Huntalas consisted of several hundred acres in the Buena Vista Valley district.  
 
In 1916, during Nick's planned return trip via New York to Greece to find a Greek bride, he was introduced to Bessie 
née Despo Papasinou by her roommate, Nick's cousin, Despo Pantaleon.25 The 19-year-old Bessie was residing in 
Paterson, New Jersey after emigrating from Greece and arriving at Ellis Island, New York in 1914.26 She was born in 
April 1896 in Ahuria Tripo, Greece.27 She arrived during the second phase of the mass European migration period 
between 1910 and 1920, which in contrast to the previous decade of Greek migration, this phase united families and 
brought the arrival of Greek women.28 As the Greek women settled, the establishment of schools, social organizations, 
and religious institutions began emerging in the smaller Greek colonies.29 Bessie married Nick on September 3, 1916 
returning with Nick to live in Tehachapi, Kern County, California before permanently relocating to the Buena Vista 
Valley district in Vista, California with their infant son William in 1918.30  
  



 

DPR 523 (1/95) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial  
Page 6 of 69 *Resource Name or #: 2317 Old Foothill Drive, Vista, CA 92084 
 
*Recorded by: Vonn Marie May & Nicole J. Purvis  *Date: July 12, 2016  Continuation  Update 
 

*B10. Significance—Continued  
Overview of Vista's Agricultural Development History  
Vista's agricultural history is rooted in the Spanish and Mexican Eras of settlement and exploration. Spanish Missions, 
established throughout California by the Franciscan Order, such as the nearby San Luis Rey Mission, used regional 
land for livestock, crop cultivation and horticulture.31 During the Mexican Era, large land grants were established and 
offered to leading Californios through the Mission Secularization Act of 1833. Circa 1845, Governor Pio Pico granted 
Rancho Buena Vista, former San Luis Rey Mission lands, to local mission Indian Filipe Subria.32 Rancho Buena Vista  
located between Rancho Guajome also former San Luis Rey Mission lands, Los Vallecitos de San Marcos and portions 
of Rancho Agua Hedionda Y Los Monos surround present day Vista.33 During this period, there was also a decline in 
the mission pueblos and California became largely a one-commodity state used for cattle ranching by exploiting large 
tracts of unimproved rangeland.34 Upon entering Statehood, Jesus Machado, who acquired the Rancho Buena Vista 
from the family of Filipe Subria, continued in the cattle trade and dry farming.35 Machado's activity corresponded with 
California's need to diversify its agriculture production in order to accommodate the State's population growth and 
increased need of basic commodities.36 Circa 1865, Lorenzo Soto, Los Angeles businessman, acquired Rancho  
Buena Vista, and by the 1870s he sold the Rancho to Cave J. and Ysidora Couts, owners of Rancho Guajome and Los 
Vallecitos de San Marcos, where the Couts family planted grapes and citrus orchards. In 1874, homesteader and 
viticulturalist, Bernard T. Delpy started what later would become the first successful horticultural crop in Vista and the 
first San Diego County winery.37 As the Couts family lost title of Rancho Buena Vista between circa 1886 and 1912, 
agricultural land speculators and local landholders started acquiring the Rancho lands.38  
 
By the turn of the twentieth century, an agricultural shift began transforming California from an "extensive-dryland 
agriculture to an intensive-irrigated agriculture."39 Simultaneously, the transcontinental railroad and freight line 
extensions changed life throughout California and the Nation with new towns developing alongside railroad routes.  
In 1887, the Santa Fe Railroad established the Oceanside-Escondido Branch of its freight-line; and, by 1913, a depot was 
erected on the freight line platform in the Vista Townsite. A syndicate out of Redlands, California, a community well-
known for its citrus orchards, formed The Vista Land Company in 1912 and purchased 1,900 acres.  The Vista Land 
Company subsequently subdivided and created the Vista Townsite and Vista Water Company in the western portion 
of the original boundaries of Rancho Buena Vista.40 Town lots starting at $100 and agricultural land starting at $200 per 
acre with guaranteed water comprised the Vista Townsite.41 Land outside of the Vista Land Company holdings and 
surrounding the town remained large homesteads and ranches used for dry farming, tobacco farming, timber cultures, 
and livestock grazing, while water was limited to individual wells and the nearby Buena Creek.42 Similar to the State's 
agricultural transformation, Vista's transformation began with increased avocado and citrus cultivation.43 Through 
advertising efforts of the Vista Land Company, the area quickly became known as "Orange and Lemon Lands" where 
"the markets of the world will take the fruit you raise on the Vista Lands to Los Angeles, San Diego, Chicago, New 
York, London and Paris."44  The atmosphere of agricultural land speculation increased as Vista and the Buena Vista 
Valley district's reputation of having a frostless climate, rich soil, water, and freight and passenger service, enticed 
gentlemen planters, growers, and nurseries to relocate. Nurseries such as the West India Gardens of Altadena, 
California arrived in the Vista area in 1914 and introduced sub-tropical plants and trees including figs, loquats, 
pineapple guava, as well as avocado and citrus.45  
 
Township 11 South, Range 3 West 
On February 2, 1918, the Oceanside Blade reported, "Nick Hewtola [sic], one of the Greek farmers belonging to the Greek 
syndicate who have purchased several hundred acres east of Vista, has moved onto the ranch with his family."46 Under 
the auspices of the Greek American Land & Investment Company, Nick Huntalas, principal shareholder and vice-
president, purchased portions of Sections 21, 27, and 28 of Township 11 South, Range 3 West in the Buena Vista Valley 
district of present day Vista on September 4, 1920 from Union Title Company of San Diego.47 On June 2, 1930,  
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*B10. Significance—Continued  
Nick Huntalas acquired 390 acres from the Greek American Land & Investment Company comprised of portions of 
Sections 20 and 21.48  
 
When the Huntalas family moved to the area, they lived in a board and batten and wood shingle farmhouse, built by 
Nick on what became Foothill Drive.49 The house, no longer extant, was originally located where the adobe house was 
erected.50 The early house had four rooms with a front porch and an outhouse. Water was drawn from a windmill 
powered well, light was provided by kerosene lamps, and food and warmth were provided by a wood burning 
stove.51  
Their daughter, Annie, was born in 1919 and their son Theodore was born in 1923.52  
 
By the early 1920s, the Huntalases had successfully acquired two cows, six workhorses, cultivators, and farm 
equipment.53 Nick dry farmed the land harvesting hay, oats and barley crops.  The large ranches of the area continued 
to be used for agricultural purposes. As the Vista Townsite exhibited population growth, regional infrastructure such 
as county roads were built, and efforts were made to establish an irrigation district that would better accommodate the 
Townsite, surrounding ranches, and environs extending east into the Buena-Twin Oaks and San Marcos districts. Nick  
Huntalas was one of the original petitioners for the creation of the Vista Irrigation District.54 In 1925, there were  
roughly 200 landowners.55 As proposed, the Vista Irrigation District would consist of over 17,000 acres with 13,000 
acres already cultivated with grain, orchards, and vines.56 Land values estimated and proclaimed by the Vista 
Irrigation District bond efforts would range between $500 and $1000 per acre once irrigated water was made 
available.57 The Vista Irrigation District opened in 1926, drawing water from Lake Henshaw for the district consisting 
of 13,500 acres.58 Huntalas, under the auspice of the Greek American Land & Investment Company, was one of the 
largest enterprises with over 400 acres in the irrigation district.59  
 
Within nine months of the Vista Irrigation District opening, Huntalas was set to harvest 30 acres of tomatoes, 7 acres of 
bell peppers, 15 acres of peas, 15 acres of string beans and additional 50 acres to include potatoes and beans, totaling 
120 acres in vegetables.60 Huntalas was recognized as having one of "best gardening developments in the district."61 He 
rotated tomato crops in the winter with corn in the spring.62 He began experimenting with avocados and started a 
nursery from seedlings that ultimately led to the creation of the Huntalas avocado.63 In 1929, he harvested 16 tons of 
watermelons from two acres and 20 acres of peas.64 His flowering pea crops even spiked the curiosity of tourists, who 
drove to his ranch to investigate the fields of white flowers covering acres of land.65 He leased ancillary wood 
structures such as sheds to other growers and his packinghouse built circa 1924 at the railroad tracks at Buena Creek 
Road eventually became the district's voting precinct.66   
 
Rancho Minerva 
In 1930, Nick acquired portions of Sections 20 and 21 in Township 11 South, Range 3 West from the Greek American 
Land & Investment Company.67 The land, located approximately three miles east of the Vista Townsite, totaled 390 
acres.68 By this time, Nick's brother Tom and sister-in-law Angelina Huntalas had relocated to Vista from Kern County, 
California and were living and working on Rancho Minerva.69  
 
Local agricultural boosts from New Deal era agricultural programs and cooperatives such as Calavo Growers of 
California emerged during the 1930s. Groups and programs brought farmers financial relief through loan programs, in 
addition to political lobbying support. In 1935, Nick became a charter and lifelong member of the Grange, a farmer's 
fraternal organization that facilitates agricultural legislation beneficial to farmers and the rural population.70 Unlike 
other area farmers, the Huntalases retained their farming enterprise throughout the Depression, while also providing 
others with employment. Continuing to grow and successfully harvest fruit and vegetable crops including avocados 
and citrus, Nick commissioned local builder John E. Deardorff to construct a new modern adobe residence, garage, 
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*B10. Significance—Continued  
and guest room for his family at 2317 Old Foothill Drive in 1933-34. The Huntalas family moved into the adobe house 
in May 1934.71 
 
John E. Deardorff 
John E. Deardorff, born in Portland, Oregon in 1883, resided in Vista, California with his wife, Lillian B. and their 
children before moving to Escondido, California in 1943.72 Prior to the dissolution of his business partnership with 
Edward Parker in 1928, John began developing a modern adobe construction system. On November 23, 1926, John E.  
Deardorff filed a patent for adobe wall construction. He leased a sand pit in the San Luis Rey river bottom to develop 
clean sand for building purposes and used it in the manufacture of his adobe bricks.73 Deardorff reopened his firm 
under his name and the tagline of "reliable builder of comfortable homes."74 He passed away March 17, 1944.75 
 
During World War II, Nick volunteered for the IV Fighter Command of the U.S. Army Air Forces as a member of the 
Aircraft Warning Service, and together the Huntalases hosted Sunday dinner for military personnel stationed at 
nearby Camp Pendleton.76 By the mid-1940s, Rancho Minerva was producing "200,000 pounds of avocados, 8,000 to 
10,000 boxes of oranges, 7,000 boxes of lemons and about 3,000 boxes of grapefruit."77  A 1944 photograph of the 
ranch’s early signage illustrates a central top-mounted cartouche featuring a side profile of the Goddess Minerva 
wearing a Corinthian helmet.78  During the late 1920s and 1930s, farmers and ranchers were encouraged to name their 
ranches during a time of local boosterism. The effort was driven by a fellow rancher who felt it would improve 
directions for people around town and further included the services of a local Vista sign painter.79  By 1932, the local 
American Legion Post started a sign campaign, as well.80 It was said, that Nick believed that by naming the ranch after 
the Roman goddess of wisdom Minerva that it "would provide [him] guidance and wisdom to make it a success."81 
 
In 1956, the name "Rancho Minerva" became legally recognized when the Huntalas family registered it with the 
California Secretary of State—the first time Bessie’s name was recorded on a land document.82 This official act, initially 
meant to protect the name “Rancho Minerva” in association with the Huntalas family, was the culmination of a 
lifetime of hard work and dedication. It also marked a legacy of the land that would be passed down generationally as 
the youngest son Theodore became the ranch manager, allowing his father Nick more quality time for his pursuit in 
the agriculture sciences.83  
 
During the 1960s, it is rumored that a small segment of Rancho Minerva became an experimental planting area for 
tangelos—a citrus hybrid comprised of tangerine and pomelo or grapefruit, by Dr. George A. Zentmyer, Professor of 
Plant Pathology from the University of California, Riverside.84 Also, it is known that samplings of Huntalas avocado 
rootstock were selected for research.  Over the course of several years, the national and international avocado industry 
suffered root rot caused by a soil borne pathogen known as Phytophthora Cinnamomi. Circa 1966, Dr. George A. 
Zentmyer, selected Huntalas avocado rootstock as part of his avocado research. The Huntalas rootstock was found to be 
resistant to the pathogen. However, it was identified several decades later circa 1995 to carry the sunblotch vibroid, 
which subsequently halted its rootstock grafting.85 Nevertheless, the Huntalas avocado remains an important 
contribution and cited source in avocado research studies.  
 
Contributions by Nick and Bessie were also acknowledged through Mayoral proclamation, designating September 3, 
1976 as the Nick and Bessie Huntalas Day for their lifelong contributions to Vista and as a date of celebration in 
recognition of their 60th wedding anniversary.86 Nick passed away four years later on October 23, 1980 at the age of 
98.87 Twelve years later on January 11, 1992, Bessie Huntalas passed away at the age of 95.88  
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*B10. Significance—Continued 
Rancho Minerva, no longer being used for growing and harvesting fruit and vegetables, became desirable land for 
development. Shortly after Rancho Minerva was annexed into the City of Vista in 1993, the Huntalas family entered 
into a legal battle against an eminent domain claim by the Vista Unified School District. The Huntalas family and 
school district came to an agreement and in May 2005 construction began at Rancho Minerva Middle School, located 
across the street from the adobe house on the west side of the new Foothill Drive.  
 
After eight decades of successful fruit and vegetable production, Rancho Minerva is redefined from a large ranch to a 
developed semi-rural enclave in the City of Vista, California. The 1.61 acre lot where 2317 Old Foothill Drive is 
comprised was transferred from the Vista Unified School District to the City of Vista in 2008.89 In 2009, the Vista 
Historical Society and Museum began leasing the property. 
  
In conclusion, the combination of the property's ability to convey significance under six of the seven aspects of 
integrity; and its association with the Greek American experience of Nick Huntalas, principal shareholder and vice-
president of the Greek American Land & Investment Company, the first Greek American family to permanently reside 
in Vista, and their vast contribution to Vista's local agricultural development history, elevates 2317 Old Foothill Drive 
as a locally significant historical resource under Criterion 1.  
 
Criterion 3 
John E. Deardorff is responsible for the construction of this modern twentieth century adobe residence, garage, and 
guest room built in a vernacular version of the Spanish Colonial Revival style for Nick and Bessie Huntalas in 1933-34. 
The adobe is a distinct example of adobe construction using Deardorff's patented adobe wall construction. The U.S. 
Patent Office issued Deardorff's patent on October 2, 1928. The general purpose of his invention was to 1) produce 
adobe wall construction that could be readily laid in courses, 2) be bonded together to produce a rigid and strong wall, 
3) provide a type of construction for the wall to hold stucco or plaster securely on the wall, and 4) to facilitate laying 
the adobe bricks against the side of a door frame, while also enabling the adobe bricks to hold the door frame securely 
in the wall.90 As stated in the Patent by Deardorff the "invention consists of parts and combinations of parts."91 
Deardorff also preferred that the wall thickness be the width of the adobe brick and the adobe brick preferably have a 
length equal to twice the thickness of the wall. His adobe bricks feature aligning notches that are formed in the end 
faces of the adobe brick. The end faces are plane and abut against each other. Embedded in the brick, is wire mesh or 
gauze sheets placed in the middle plane, parallel with the large face of the adobe brick. The wire mesh or gauze sheet 
extends across the notches and project beyond each side of the adobe brick and bent downward to act as lath to secure 
exterior stucco or interior plaster.92  
 
Deardorff's method of construction is distinguishable from other adobe wall construction for the invention and use of 
aligning notches, doorframe installation, and wire mesh or gauze sheets bent downward to secure stucco or plaster. 
The adobe reflects a construction innovation set within local adobe construction conventions. It confirms its use of 
local indigenous materials and likewise elevating its significance within the evolution of San Diego County adobe 
construction systems. 2317 Old Foothill Drive is a distinct example of adobe residential construction for it use of 
Deardorff's patented adobe wall construction, in addition to the foundation consisting of reinforced concrete stem 
walls with wood mudsills and a raised wood framed floor over partial basement.93 The adobe residence, historically 
situated within a 390-acre ranch, became a showplace of Deardorff's patented adobe wall construction, exceptional 
craftsmanship and his overall design articulation of a modern adobe built in a vernacular version of the Spanish 
Colonial Revival style.  
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*B10. Significance—Continued  
The Spanish Colonial Revival features represented in this property includes a multi-story building form with various 
low-pitched roof styles and material such as adobe brick, smooth exterior stucco, terra cotta tiles, and canale inspired 
vent tiles. The former is indicative of nineteenth century Spanish and Mexican Era California architecture, and the 
latter is indicative of Pueblo architecture in the Southwest. The use of arched openings and segmental arched recesses 
at the front entryway porch, north side entrance, and the second story French doors further expresses the style and 
region's architectural heritage. Other character defining features attributable to the Revival include the front entryway 
porch, multi-light double hung wood sash windows, second story balconet, and garden walls.  
 
In conclusion, the combination of the property's character defining features and its ability to convey significance under 
six of the seven aspects of integrity, illustrates that 2317 Old Foothill Drive is a historical resource under Criterion 3 as 
a resource that embodies the distinctive characteristics of a vernacular version of the Spanish Colonial Revival style 
and method of adobe construction.  
 
Integrity 
To be eligible for designation under any California Register of Historical Resources Criteria 1-4, a potential historic 
resource must retain integrity. According to the National Park Service (NPS), the integrity of a resource is determined 
by “the ability of a property to convey its significance.” In order to illustrate integrity, potential resources must be 
evaluated under the seven aspects of integrity defined by the NPS: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association.   
 
Location: Location is defined by the NPS as the “place where the historic property was constructed or the place where 
the historic event occurred.” The adobe house, garage and guest room were constructed in 1933-34 using earth 
excavated from the original residential site and manufactured into adobe bricks using builder John E. Deardorff's 
patented adobe brick form and adobe wall construction. The area where earth was removed to form the adobe bricks 
comprises the basement of the residence located at the northeast corner of Foothill Drive and San Clemente Avenue in 
Vista, San Diego County, California; thereby retaining integrity of location necessary for designation under Criteria 1 
and 3.  
 
Design: Design is defined as the “combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style of a 
property.” The house and garage exhibit several character defining features identified with the Spanish Colonial 
Revival style and distinct adobe wall construction. The design includes the multi-story building plan with various low-
pitched terra cotta tile roofs, smooth exterior stucco wall surfaces, recessed window and door openings, arches, and 
garden walls. As a distinguishable example of modern adobe construction in the Spanish Colonial Revival style, the 
design integrity necessary for designation under Criteria 1 and 3 is supported.  
 
Setting: Setting is defined as the “physical environment of a historic property.” Historically, the residence was located 
within a 390-acre ranch used for fruit and vegetable crops. When originally constructed in 1933-34, the house was 
surrounded by citrus orchards, with the east (main) elevation setback from the dirt road known as Foothill Drive. 
Since initial construction, the Huntalas family has sold their ranchlands and residential development has turned the 
area into a semi-rural area with estate homes on large lots. A new Foothill Drive was constructed on the southwest 
side of the property between the 1.61-acre lot and Rancho Minerva Middle School. Ancillary buildings were also 
constructed on the site in 2010. These buildings, though non-contributing, facilitate public use of the property. Original 
building setbacks on the east (main) elevation are maintained as well as mature landscaping, garden walls, and replica 
Rancho Minerva sign that continues to provide a historical sense of place; yet the integrity of setting is compromised by 
the transition from a rural ranch to semi-rural development with new residential construction, a school, and a new 
road. Therefore, the property does not meet integrity of setting for designation under Criteria 1 and 3.  
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*B10. Significance—Continued  
Materials: Materials are defined as the “physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular period 
of time and in a pattern or configuration to form a historic property.” With the exception of the circa 1950 one-story 
 
addition on the southwest corner, this adobe house, garage, and adaptive reuse of the guest room, continue to convey 
its significance through the retention of the original building materials as demonstrated in the existence of the adobe 
method of construction, overall fenestration, glazing, stucco exterior wall surfaces, roof tiles, doors and door 
hardware. The extant materials, the basement where earth for the adobe bricks were excavated, and overall quality 
craftsmanship of Deardorff's patented adobe wall construction illustrates retention of material integrity for designation 
consideration under Criteria 1 and 3. 
 
Workmanship: Workmanship is defined as the “physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during 
any given period in history or prehistory.” 2317 Old Foothill Drive is a distinguishable example of modern adobe 
construction built in the Spanish Colonial Revival style in 1933-34.  The adobe house, garage, and guest room are well 
articulated and are in exceptional condition. The quality workmanship is evident in the original Deardorff patented 
adobe wall construction system and adobe brick fabrication, thereby retaining integrity of workmanship necessary for 
designation under Criteria 1 and 3. 
 
Feeling: Feeling is defined as the “property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of time.” 
The architectural aesthetic of this property is expressed through its modest, unobtrusive yet large scale and well-
articulated building design, and use of indigenous local materials.  Builder John E. Deardorff achieved this by a 
creating a multi-story rear-facing T-plan, and incorporating local site materials such as earth to create his patented  
adobe bricks and wall construction system. His use of smooth exterior wall surfaces, arches, and recessed window and 
door openings are reflective of adobe construction, while also signaling a sense of Spanish Colonial Revival style 
architecture. The adobe house, garage and guest room is also reflective of Nick Huntalas' philotimo, in the sense that 
through obligated hard work and savings he was able to provide a new modern home for his wife Bessie and their 
children. In combination, integrity of feeling is retained, thereby supporting designation under Criteria 1 and 3.  
  
Association: Association is defined as the “direct link between an important historic event or person and a historic 
property.” 2317 Old Foothill Drive is associated with the Greek American experience of the Huntalas family, the first 
Greek American family to permanently reside in Vista, and contribute to the local agricultural development history. 
Additionally, the residence and garage are associated with John E. Deardorff as the inventor of a distinct adobe wall 
construction system and the construction of a modern adobe house and garage built in the Spanish Colonial Revival 
style; thereby, retaining integrity under association for designation under Criteria 1 and 3.  
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Mo. Day Photo# Subject/Description View Toward 

May 12 01 East (Front) Elevation: Single story with second story behind with 
kitchen addition. 

West 

     

May 12 02 Oblique view of South and East Elevations: Main House (single 
and second story), kitchen single story and garage. 

Northwest 

     

May 12 03 South Elevation; Left to Right--Garage, courtyard, kitchen addition 
single story, Main House. 

North 

     

May 12 04 Oblique view: Garage, courtyard, and West Elevation of Main 
House, kitchen addition. 

Northeast 

     

May 12 05 West Elevation: Main House second story, kitchen addition, and 
courtyard. 

East 

     

May 12 06 North Elevation: Main House single story with porch and chimney, 
second story. 

South 

     

May 12 07 Oblique view: Main House, courtyard, non-historic pergola, guest 
quarters (restroom), and garage beyond. 

Southeast 

     

May 12 08 Courtyard, garden and fountain, garage beyond, guest quarters 
(restroom) to the right. 

West 
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A. Current Photographs   

Photo 1  East (Front) Elevation: Single story with second story behind with kitchen addition. 

Photo 2  Oblique view of South and East Elevations: Main House (single and second story), kitchen 
single story and garage. 
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A. Current Photographs  

 
 
 

 
  

Photo 3  South Elevation; Left to Right--Garage, courtyard, kitchen addition single story, Main House. 

Photo 4  Oblique view: Garage, courtyard, and West Elevation of Main House, kitchen addition. 
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A. Current Photographs   

Photo 5  West Elevation: Main House second story, kitchen addition, and courtyard. 

Photo 6  North Elevation: Main House single story with porch and chimney, second story. 
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A. Current Photographs 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Photo 7  Oblique view: Main House, courtyard, non-historic pergola, guest quarters (restroom), and garage 
beyond. 

Photo 8  Courtyard, garden and fountain, garage beyond, guest quarters (restroom) to the right. 
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B.  California Secretary of State, Claim to Name   

Figure 1 California Secretary of State, Claim to Name, Rancho Minerva, Registration No. 1906, 2/14/1956. 
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C.  Historic Photographs  
  

Figure 2 Nick and Bessie Huntalas in front of Rancho Minerva, Vista, California, 1944. Source: Ted 
Huntalas, The History of Rancho Minerva 1911-2007. 
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C.  Historic Photographs  
  

Figure 3 Huntalas children posing in front of their original ranch house in Vista, California.  6 year old William (Bill) 
Huntalas, 6 month old Theodore (Ted) Huntalas, and 5 year old Annie (Huntalas) Drakos, 1923.  Source: Ted Huntalas, The 
History of Rancho Minerva 1911-2007. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial  
Page 32 of 69 *Resource Name or #: 2317 Old Foothill Drive, Vista, CA 92084 
 
*Recorded by: Vonn Marie May & Nicole J. Purvis  *Date: July 12, 2016  Continuation  Update 
 

C.  Historic Photographs 
  

Figure 4 Living quarters for the foreman of the Greek labor gang, Nick Huntalas, sitting in the chair and his brother Tom 
Huntalas, who eventually became Assistant Foreman.  n.d. circa 1906-1917.  Source: Ted Huntalas, The History of Rancho 
Minerva 1911-2007. 
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C.  Historic Photographs  
  

Figure 5 Southern Pacific Railroad Greek labor gang, Nick Huntalas front and center, n.d. circa 1906-1917.  Source: Ted Huntalas, The 
History of Rancho Minerva 1911-2007. 
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C.  Historic Photographs   

Figure 6 The Adobe residence among citrus orchards at 2317 Foothill Drive, Vista, California, circa 1935-1940.  Source: Ted 
Huntalas, The History of Rancho Minerva 1911-2007. 
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C.  Historic Photographs  
  

Figure 7  North Elevation of adobe residence at 2317 Foothill Drive, Vista, California, 1934.  Source: Ted Huntalas, The 
History of Rancho Minerva 1911-2007. 
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C.  Historic Photographs 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Figure 8 Adobe residence at 2317 Foothill Drive, Vista, California, n.d. circa 1940-1950. Source: Ted Huntalas, The History of 
Rancho Minerva 1911-2007. 
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C.  Historic Photographs  
  

Figure 9 Nick Huntalas in front posing with workers, Vista, California, 1929.  Source: Ted Huntalas, The History of Rancho 
Minerva 1911-2007. 
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D.  Historic Maps 
 
 
  

Figure 10 Township 11 South, Range 3 West, San Bernardino Meridian.  Rancho Buena Vista Survey Map, United 
States, 1876. 
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 D.  Historic Maps  

 
Figure 11 Township 11 South, Range 3 West, Plat Map, 1912. 
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D.  Historic Maps   

Figure 12 Sections 20, 21, 27, 28 Township 11 South, Range 3 West.  San Marcos Quadrangle 7.5 Minute Topographical Map, 
U.S.G.S., 1948. 
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E.  Chain of Title Summary 
  

Figure 13 Chain of Title Summary, May 20, 1889 to February 21, 2016, 1 of 4. 
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E.  Chain of Title Summary 
 

  

Figure 14 Chain of Title Summary, May 20, 1889 to February 21, 2016, 2 of 4. 
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E.  Chain of Title Summary 
  

Figure 15 Chain of Title Summary, May 20, 1889 to February 21, 2016, 3 of 4. 
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 E.  Chain of Title Summary 
  

Figure 16 Chain of Title Summary, May 20, 1889 to February 21, 2016, 4 of 4. 
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F. Deed Copies 
  

Figure 17 San Diego County Recorder, Grantor: Union Title Company of San Diego, Grantee: Greek American Land and 
Investment Company, Grant Deed, No. 24088, Deed Book 825, Page 61, 9/4/1920, 1 of 2. 
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F. Deed Copies 
  

Figure 18 San Diego County Recorder, Grantor: Union Title Company of San Diego, Grantee: Greek American Land and 
Investment Company, Grant Deed, No. 24088, Deed Book 825, Page 61, 9/4/1920, 2 of 2. 
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F. Deed Copies  
 

 
 
  

Figure 19 San Diego County Recorder. Grantor: Greek American Land and Investment Company. 
Grantee: Nick Huntalas. Document No. 26492. Deed Book 1784. page 110-113. 6/2/1930, 1 of 4. 
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F. Deed Copies   

Figure 20 San Diego County Recorder. Grantor: Greek American Land and Investment Company. Grantee: 
Nick Huntalas. Document No. 26492. Deed Book 1784. page 110-113. 6/2/1930, 2 of 4. 
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F. Deed Copies  

Figure 21 San Diego County Recorder. Grantor: Greek American Land and Investment Company. Grantee: 
Nick Huntalas. Document No. 26492. Deed Book 1784. page 110- 113. 6/2/1930, 3 of 4. 
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F. Deed Copies   

Figure 22 San Diego County Recorder. Grantor: Greek American Land and Investment Company. Grantee: Nick 
Huntalas. Document No. 26492. Deed Book 1784. page 110-113. 6/2/1930, 4 of 4. 
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G.  Greek American Land & Investment Company—Announcements  
  

Figure 24 Los Angeles Herald, Articles of Incorporation, 11/1/1911, 7. 

Figure 23 San Diego Union, Real Estate Transfers, 9/21/1920. 
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G.  Greek American Land & Investment Company—Announcements 
  

Figure 25 Vista Press, Greek American Company Busy 
Improving Lands, 10/22/1926, 5:2. 
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H.  Nick and Bessie Huntalas—Vista, San Diego County Directory Listing, 1918 

  

Figure 26 Vista, San Diego County, California Directory Listing, 1918.  This is the first directory listing of the 
Huntalas'. 
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H.  Nick Huntalas—World War I Registration Card 
  

Figure 27 Nick Huntalas World War I Registration Card, 9/12/1918, 1 of 2. 
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H.  Nick Huntalas—World War I Registration Card, cont’d. 
  

Figure 28 Nick Huntalas World War I Registration Card, 9/12/1918, 2 of 2. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial  
Page 56 of 69 *Resource Name or #: 2317 Old Foothill Drive, Vista, CA 92084 
 
*Recorded by: Vonn Marie May & Nicole J. Purvis  *Date: July 12, 2016  Continuation  Update 
 

 H.  Nick Huntalas—World War II Registration Card 

  
Figure 29 Nick Huntalas World War II Registration Card, 4/25/1942, 1 of 2. 
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 H.  Nick Huntalas—World War II Registration Card 

  

Figure 30 Nick Huntalas World War II Registration Card, 4/25/1942, 2 of 2. 
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H.  Nick and Bessie Huntalas—U.S. Census, 1930 

  

Figure 31 U.S. Census, 1930 listing Huntalas family including Nick's brother and sister-in-law, Tom and Angelina 
Huntalas. 
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H.  Nick and Bessie Huntalas—U.S. Census, 1940 

  

Figure 32 U.S. Census, 1940 listing Huntalas family including Nick's brother and sister-in-law, Tom and Angelina 
Huntalas and their children. 
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H.  Nick and Bessie Huntalas—Articles  

  

Figure 33 Vista Press, Hope to Get Boundary Lines Settled 
Soon, 3/23/1928, 2. 

Figure 34 Vista Press, Many Acres Planted to 
Vegtables 3/23/1928, 7. 
 

Figure 35  Nick Huntalas pictured promoting Vista 
agricultural land, Los Angeles Times 5/31/1927, A:13. 
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H.  Nick and Bessie Huntalas—Articles 

  

Figure 38 Vista Press, Impressions, 8/8/1929, 1:1. 
 

Figure 37 Vista Press, Name Your Ranch, 8/8/1929, 2. 
Figure 36 Vista Press, Vegtable Growers Need 
Protection, 6/1/1928, 1.  
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H.  Nick and Bessie Huntalas—Articles 

 

  

Figure 39 San Diego Union, Nick Huntalas, Farmer, Dies at 98, 10/25/1980. 
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H.  Nick and Bessie Huntalas—Articles 

  
Bessie Huntalas, 95, dies came to Vista as bride in '16  
When Bessie Huntalas came here on her honeymoon in 1916, there were only a few scattered families 
in the entire community. In fact, both the town and the stranger she had met only three days before 
marrying him were so little-known to her brother-in-law that he made the bridegroom, Nicholas 
Huntalas, sign an agreement to give his wife a specified amount of money if the marriage failed. There 
was no need for the contract. The Huntalases had been married 64 years by the time of Nicholas' death 
in 1980 at the age of 98. Bessie Huntalas, 95, died Saturday in a local hospital.  
 
Her son, Theodore, also of Vista, said she had been in failing health for the past several months.  
But, he said, she had been a dynamo in her younger days, donning slacks and bandanna to climb 
avocado trees on the family estate and knock the fruit to the ground. Her daughter, Annie Drakos of 
San Marcos, recalls how Mrs. Huntalas used a shotgun to scare off rabbits who had been eating her 
prized vegetables. The Huntalases began by raising vegetables on the 420-acre spread Nicholas had 
bought in 1911 when he and several partners formed the Greek American Land Co. At the time, the 
Greek-born Huntalas, who came to the United States in 1902, was foreman of a railroad crew in 
Bakersfield. In 1916, he decided to go back to Greece for a wife and to move to his Vista land.  
A cousin, Despo, had been writing him about her roommate in New Jersey, a Greek girl named Bessie 
Papsino, and he stopped off to meet her on his way to the old country. He never went any farther. They 
were married three days later. The family still calls Despo the matchmaker.  
 
When Mrs. Huntalas arrived in Vista 76 years ago, her son said, the farm had no electricity and the only 
water came from a well on the property, dubbed Rancho Minerva for the goddess. The closest 
neighbors, the Delpys, lived two miles away -- and a shopping trip to Escondido and back by buggy 
took the entire day. The local school needed five children to stay open, so the Huntalases' oldest son, 
William, was enrolled before he was the proper age. Huntalas built a wooden farmhouse and grew grain 
and vegetables. But a steady water supply was needed, so he helped form the Vista Irrigation District in 
1924 and then turned to citrus farming, planting thousands of trees and helping the University of 
California Extension develop the tangelo and study root rot.  
 
In 1933, he built for his wife a beautiful new home of thick adobe brick. The Spanish-style house with 
the Rancho Minerva sign at the entry on Foothill Avenue has become a Vista landmark and site of local 
home tours. On their 60th wedding anniversary in 1976, Vista Mayor Lloyd Tracy declared "Nick and 
Bessie Huntalas Day" throughout the community to honor the pioneer couple.  
 
Funeral services will be at 11 a.m. today in the chapel at Eternal Hills Cemetery, Oceanside. Besides 
her daughter and two sons, Mrs. Huntalas is survived by six grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.  
 
 

Figure 40 San Diego Union, Bessie Huntalas, 95, dies came to Vista as bride in '16  1/16/1992. 
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I.  Builder, John E. Deardorff—Adobe Wall Construction Patent 

  

Figure 41 John Deardorff, Adobe Wall Construction,  United States Patent 1,686,228,  10/23/1928, 1 of 3. 
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 I.  Builder, John E. Deardorff—Adobe Wall Construction Patent 

  

Figure 42 John Deardorff, Adobe Wall Construction,  United States Patent 1,686,228,  10/23/1928, 2 of 3. 
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I.  Builder, John E. Deardorff—Adobe Wall Construction Patent 

  

Figure 43 John Deardorff, Adobe Wall Construction,  United States Patent 1,686,228,  10/23/1928, 3 of 3. 
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I.  Builder, John E. Deardorff—U.S. Census 1940 

  

Figure 44 U. S. Census, 1940, John Deardorff, Lines 10-13. 
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J.  Previous Historical Resource Survey Forms, 1987 

  

Figure 45 City of Vista, Historic Resource Survey Vista, California, Marben-Laird Associates, 1987, 21. 
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J.  Previous Historical Resource Survey Forms, 1987  
 

Figure 46 City of Vista, Historic Resource Survey Vista, California, Marben-Laird Associates, 1987, 22. 
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